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Dates for your Diaries

Message from the Manse
Christmas is a great time for most of us. Food and fun and parties
and presents: and at the heart of it all the great glad tidings of the birth of
a Saviour. Wonderful!
It’s not so great for others. The celebrations of so many can make
the loneliness of the few so much harder to bear: memories of happier
Christmases past don’t necessarily make for a Happy Christmas now. Yet
we, of all people, must never fail to be joyful as Christmas approaches, for
the Christmas message is, above all, one of peace and hope and love
and, yes, joy. The world is surely just as much in need of Jesus as ever
before. His coming can never be an occasion for gloom. Of course Christians
will always want to ensure that our merrymaking doesn’t go “over the top”,
yet we must let it be seen that we have as much to celebrate as others, if
not more!
So there is a balance to be struck. On the one hand, we need to be
sensitive to those who really don’t enjoy Christmas very much. One
church member, bereaved years previously, with a loving and supportive
family close at hand, once told me that she always longed for Boxing Day,
so that Christmas was behind her for another year. On the other hand, we
must do all we can to spread the message that the coming of Jesus really
does mean “Joy to the world!”
Yet Christ still comes, as he came so long ago, into a world of darkness:
“the light shines in the darkness” as St John wrote in his gospel, “and the
darkness did not overcome it”. We react in different ways to the thought of
darkness. I dislike it, and I know I am not alone in that. I love the message
of the candle flame, which is clearest in a darkened room. No amount of
darkness can diminish the brightness of that feebly flickering flame, just
as no amount of evil can ever diminish the great goodness brought into
the world by Jesus. Let us be joyful!
A very happy and joyful Christmas to you all,
Robert
(Rev. Robert Ely)
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21 Dec:

24 Dec:
25 Dec:

28 Dec:
11 Jan:
18 Jan:
28 Feb:
22 March:
5 April:
10 April:
12 April:
10 May:
17 May:
13 June:
20 June:
3 July:
12 July:

Springdale - Nativity by Junior Church 10.30 am
Springdale Christmas Meditation followed by Carol Singing
6.30 pm
Gospel Ash Carol Service 3pm
Wombourne Church Carol Concert 6.30pm
Springdale Candlelight and Carols 7pm
Springdale Christmas Morning Service 10am led by Rev
Robert Ely
Wombourne Christmas Morning Service 10.30am led by
David McKinley
Baptism am -combined service with Wombourne pm?
Springdale Covenant Service am
PEC Covenant Service St Michaels 3pm
Springdale Mediterranean Night for Development Fund
Mothering Sunday
Palm Sunday Parade
Good Friday
Easter Day
Christian Aid
Springdale Junior Church Anniversary
Step Out for Action for Children
Springdale Summer Fair
Hartley Victoria College Reunion
Action For Children Sunday

Note from the editor
Many thanks for all the articles handed in for publication in this
issue. Unfortunately I have had to limit the size of Triangle - 52 pages is
quite enough to be printed and stapled at this busy time of year! Articles
that have not been included this time round will be in the next edition.
Happy Christmas!
Helen Cooper
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Wombourne Vestry News
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Deadline for the next edition of Triangle is
Sunday 22 February.
Remember! No photocopies! Please check copyright and
gain permission where necessary! Email if you can - it
makes things so much easier for us! Thanks!
Please hand in your articles directly, or via your stewards, to
Helen Cooper (119 Wynn Road, Penn, Wolverhampton, WV4
4AW; triangle@springdalechurch.org or Sarah Philpott (19
Quail Green, Wightwick, Wolverhampton, WV6 8DF).
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It is surprising how quickly time passes. It hardly seems moments
since my last opportunity to record the events of the church from the viewpoint of the vestry, until now, when it is time to write another passage. I
mentioned in my last message that the summer weather was disappointing
but perhaps the autumn would be better. How correct this seems to be as
we have been blessed with wonderful sunshine making for very pleasant
days. Now, of course, we find ourselves gripped in winter having recorded
snow falling on 28 October and a sharp frost as I look out from my office
window this morning.
Our Ladies day on Sunday 21 September was a very good time
together, as usual, when the choir lifted our spirits with wonderful renditions,
and the preaching by Teresa was not bad either!
On the following Sunday we marked Back to Church Sunday when
much preparation had been done to contact friends who we do not see
enough of these days for a variety of reasons. Several of these friends did
come to worship on the day, sufficient in number for the leadership team
to consider the event a success.
On the following Saturday, the Church was opened for members to
bring along their harvest gifts to decorate the Sanctuary ready for our Harvest
Festival which was celebrated the following day. Refreshments were
available to those who came on Saturday morning and we are very grateful to
Sandra for providing them. The Harvest Festival is one of the many highlights of our Church year as it gives focus to the great and generous nature of
our God. Once more we are reminded of the fact that much of what we
find on supermarket shelves comes from so many diverse places across
the globe. On the following day, much of what had been given was donated
to those in special need and the remainder was auctioned off with the
proceeds donated to the Methodist Development Relief Fund. Following
the auction, we sat down to our harvest supper and a very competitive
evening’s game of skittles. To all those involved in making our Harvest
Festival weekend such a great success, the leadership team say a very
big “thank you”.
On Friday 7 November many of our membership took Teresa and
3

Robert at their word and accepted the kind invitation to attend “open
house” at the manse. Refreshments were served and money spent on
purchasing fairly traded goods – of course - and a good time was had by
all. “Thank you” to Teresa and Robert.
On Sunday 9 November we were in solemn mood for our annual
Remembrance service. On Saturday 22 November, we held our annual
Church bazaar and I am pleased to say that the event was well organised
and supported with a final total in excess of £1100 being raised for
Church funds. The leadership team are extremely grateful to all those
who did so many things to make the event so successful. A special word
of thanks to Gill and Graham who assume responsibility for this annual
event and work so hard to ensure that all things work well.
Next Sunday, as I write, marks the beginning of Advent and as a
worshipping community at Common Road, our prayer is that God may
bless all of His creation with His Peace, Love and Presence at this wonderful
time of the year.
We look forward to so many activities planned during Advent and to
name a few, we have: Sedgely and Wombourne Inner Wheel and friend’s
concert on Friday 5 December at 7.00; Wombourne Civic carol concert on
Thursday 11 December at 7.30 in the Civic Centre; our Toy service on
Sunday 14 December at 10.30; our Church carol concert on Sunday 21
December at 6.30 led by our minister Rev. Robert Ely; and our Christmas
Morning family worship at 10.30 led by David McKinley of Wolverhampton.
You are warmly invited to any, or all, of these services.

Let’s Put Christ Back Into Christmas
T’was the night before Christmas and all through the town
Not a sign of Baby Jesus was anywhere to be found.
The people were all busy with Christmastime chores
Like decorating, and baking, and shopping in stores.
No-one sang “Away in a Manger no crib for a bed”.
Instead they sang of Santa dressed up in bright red.
Mum watched Delia Smith, Dad drank beer from a tap.
As hour upon hour the presents they’d wrap.
When, what from the TV did they suddenly focus?
‘Cept an ad… which told of a big sale at Argos.
So away to the store they all flew like a flash,
Buying things on credit, and others with cash!
And as they made their way home from their trip to the store,
Did they think about Jesus? Oh no, not at all.
Their lives were so busy with their Christmastime things,
No time to remember Christ Jesus, the King.
There were presents to wrap and biscuits to bake,
How could they stop and remember Him who died for their sake?
To pray to the Saviour… they had no time to stop.
Because they needed more time to “Shop ‘till they dropped!”

Bob Hughes

Springdale Vestry News
It seems no time since I was writing the last letter from the Vestry;
the months seem to fly by. We have had some very good times of worship
and fellowship this Autumn; starting with the Harvest Festival when the
church looked lovely with all the produce displayed, the windowsills were
decorated with scarecrows and sunflowers made by the scout group. The
playgroup had a life-size scarecrow with his wheelbarrow of food. Following
4

And up on the roof there arose such a clatter
As Grandpa hung icicle lights from his brand new step ladder.
He hung lights that would flash. He hung lights that would twirl.
Yet he never once prayed to Jesus, the Light of the World.
Christ’s eyes - how they twinkle! Christ’s Spirit - how merry!
Christ’s love - how enormous! All our burdens he’ll carry!
So instead of being busy, overworked and uptight.
Let’s put Christ back in Christmas - and enjoy some good nights!
Author Unknown 49

Gifts
Persons are gifts which the Father sends me wrapped. Some are
wrapped very beautifully. They are very attractive when I first see them.
Some come in very ordinary wrapping paper. Others have been mishandled
in the mail. Once in a while, there is a "special delivery." Some people are
gifts which come very loosely wrapped, others very tightly.
But the wrapping is not the gift. It is so easy to make this mistake.
It's amusing when babies do it. Sometimes the gift is very easy to open
up. Sometimes I need others to help. Is it because they are afraid? Does
it hurt? Maybe they have been opened up before and thrown away. Could
it be that the gift is not for me?
I am a person. Therefore, I am a gift, too. A gift to myself, first of
all. The Father gave myself to me. Have I ever really looked inside the
wrappings? Am I afraid to? Perhaps I've never accepted the gift that I am.
Could it be that there is something else inside the wrappings? Maybe I've
never seen the wonderful gift that I am. Could the Father's gifts be anything
but beautiful? I love the gifts which those who love me give to me: why
not this gift from the Father?
And I am a gift to other persons? Am I willing to be given by the
Father to others - a person for others? Do others have to be content with
the wrappings, never permitted to enjoy the gift? Every meeting is an
exchange of gifts. But a gift without a giver is not a gift. It is a thing devoid
of relationship to a giver or a givee.
Friendship is a relationship between persons who see themselves
as they really are - gifts of the Father to each other - for others. A friend
is a gift not just to me but to others through me. When I keep my friends possess them - I destroy their "giftness." If I save their lives for me, I lose
them. If I lose mine for others, I save them.
Persons are gifts - gifts received and gifts given - like the Son.
Friendship is the response of person gifts to the giver. Thank you, Father,
for your beautiful gifts - persons - friends - and for the most beautiful gift
and friend of all - your Son, Jesus Christ!
48

Author Unknown

our worship, where we gave thanks to God for His goodness to us, the
scout group provided a free lunch for the congregation. This was much
appreciated and we thank you all for your hard work. The produce from
the Harvest was donated to the Little Brothers of The Good Shepherd.
“Back to Church Sunday” was a big success with many returning to
Springdale. Thank you to Mark and Amy for co-ordinating and all who
helped make it a friendly welcome back to our friends.
We had a splendid concert for our Church Anniversary weekend,
the orchestra, singers, soloists and poetry filled the hall with glorious music; it
was really uplifting. Thank you all for such an enjoyable time, the talent in
our church family is astounding; thank you also to Helen who made it all
happen.
The faith lunch on Anniversary Sunday was a time of sharing food
and company. Thanks go to everyone who helped to get the hall ready
and clean up afterwards.
Remembrance Sunday was lead by Robert, a service when we
gave thanks for the people who gave their lives. Not a glorification of war
but a hope for peace. At this service we gave our thanks to Sheila
Thompson on her retirement as Junior Church Leader. Sheila has started
so many young people on their way to being followers of Jesus as she
shared her faith with them. We welcome Liz Dooley as our new Junior
Church Leader and we ask Gods blessing on her.
Thank you to Robert and Teresa for making us all welcome at the
Manse open day; when we were able to see the improvements that had
been made to their home.
We wish Cecil King a full return to health and thank him for all the
hard work he has done organising the new Wolverhampton Circuit. Meeting
with others from the wider Circuit has been interesting along with visiting
some of the other churches in the district.
The World Church Service on 23 November was very moving. Lucy
and Emma told us about their time in Rwanda, and shared with us some
5

of their experiences. We learnt how it is a very poor country with people
suffering from H.I.V. and the trauma of losing family and friends in the
Genocide of 1994. We also learnt of how the people of Rwanda are
starting to build new lives and beginning to try and live together in peace.
We heard how Lucy and Emma were made welcome in the villages where
people who had nothing wanted to share their food with them, welcoming
them as part of their family. The bible reading “I was a stranger and you
fed me” made me really think of how we should welcome strangers to our
midst. Anastase told of the work he is doing to help the people of Rwanda
to join together in forgiveness and hope for the future.
Now the season of Advent is upon us, when we prepare to celebrate
the birth of Jesus.
May I wish all of you a very joyful and peaceful Christmas. Let us
remember the people of Rwanda and hope that they too will find peace at
Christmas.

Did you know?
Sir Isaac Newton (scientist) 1642-1727 and Princess Alexandra (the
Queen’s cousin) 1936 were born on Christmas Day.
26 December is St. Stephens’s Day, 6 December is St. Nicholas’s Day,
and 21 December is St. Thomas’s Day

Why not go on a day trip to...
BETHLEHEM
BABYLON
JERICHO
JERUSALEM
EGYPT
PALESTINE

near, Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire
near Chester.
Manchester (between Bury and Rochdale)
Appleby, near, Cumbria.
Winchester, Hampshire.
near Andover, Hampshire.

Stir Up Sunday
Barbara Beynon

Gospel Ash Vestry News
I think Gospel Ash qualifies for any "Fresh Expressions" contest
that may arise. Ten years ago when we began to think in terms of renovation
and renewal we set out what we saw to be our aims. From the outreach
aspect we saw that we must get to know and be known of the Community by
making our premises acceptable and available This we have tried to do.
We have not been too successful with Bobbington village nor are we at
present winning on the Ecumenical side. Somehow the Holy Cross
programme and ours do not come together as they did for sometime. If
we speak of Halfpenny Green and Gospel Ash Road then we can claim a
measure of success.
We have made contact by conversation and leaflets through the
Letter Box for "Specials". Quite a number joined the Art Class and the
Card making class and from these have become involved in other activities.
They are to be seen at worship from time to time and regularly at the Coffee
and Singing each month.
6

The Sunday before Advent. This was the day when Mums made
Christmas puddings (those were the days) and everyone would have a
stir of the pudding and make a silent wish .The idea behind the custom
was that all the family would join in preparing for Christmas. Stir Up Sunday
got its name from the opening words of the Prayer Book Collect for the
last Sunday before Advent - “Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of
the faithful people…”. Traditionally it was a reminder to make Christmas puddings.

Santa Claus
Did you know the small town of SANTA
CLAUS can be found in the state of Indiana,
USA? Founded in 1846 it was to be called Santa
Fe, until it was realised there was already a town
nearby of this name. As it was around Christmas
time the town acquired the name of SANTA
CLAUS. More than a million pieces of mail are
sent from the local P.O. every year to get the
Santa Claus postmark.

47

This is how the premises are used …

Art Exhibition - Bewdley
On Sunday 19 October, 2008, I visited Bewdley to see the Methodist
Church Collection of Modern Art. Some of the pictures were displayed in
St. Annes Church (the big church in the middle of the main street.) Of the
seven picture displayed the one that impressed me was Jyoti Sahi’s Daht
Madonna - a large painting of Madonna and child, an Asian representation
with impressive detail and colouring. Also, Francis Hoyland’s Holy
Communion Predella showed a tableau of birth, christening, confirmation,
marriage and death.
Most of the pictures (22 of them) were at
Bewdley Museum. My favourite here was The
Ascension by Peter Rogers, the expression on
the face of Jesus looking to heaven and the
incredible looks of the disciples, also worth
mentioning Eualaria Clarke’s picture titled The
5,000 ,representing one great picnic, was
humorous, especially the family sitting on the
grass eating fish and chips out of newspaper.

The venue for The monthly Parish Council,
The monthly Parish Council for Holy Cross.
The Bobbington Monthly Tuesday Club
Our own Art Class and Card Making Group
and our attempt to form a "Prayer and Bears" activity.
In addition to this we are used by the District, and by our own and
other Circuits and Churches. Suffice to say these things put us on the
map and enhance our work and witness.

Another picture worthy of note was The
Elements of the Holy Communion by Jacques
Iselin, just a meld of yellow and red, no, an effective use of colours - I
stood back and kept looking. The more I looked, the more I saw in the
representation of bread and wine. Very effectively painted.

As we go to print we are not sure of the January coffee morning
which falls on New Years Day but can announce this in December.

•
•
•
•
•

Beyond what I have said there is little report other than the
Seasonal Routine. Our Carol Service on 21 December is at 3.00pm.
The aging process has its problems when the cold and wet weather
takes hold - Ash has not been able to attend worship for some time and
Olive has missed a couple of Sundays because of illness - we send them
our greetings and love.

We wish you all a very happy Christmas.
Bill Stubbs

The last five pictures were at
Bewdley Methodist Church and a joy to
see. It was well worth making the trek to
the last location, very near to closing
time. The picture on the altar was The
Washing of the Feet by Ghislaine Howard.
The painting, based on John 13, Jesus
washing his Disciples feet. A very moving
representation, with wonderful light, colour
and vibrancv. This was my favourite picture
of them all.

Wombourne Pastoral News
It is hard to realise that in a month we will again be celebrating the
birth of our Lord. We think especially of those we know who will find this
Christmastime a difficult one, as they remember how they lost their loved
ones almost a year ago, and we pray for God’s blessings on them.
We were saddened to hear in September of the passing of Ken
Haynes who did so much for our church over the years - we pray that God
will sustain Mary and all the family. We think of the family of Wendy Cartwright

Well worth the visit.
46

Jackie Neilson

7

who lost her struggle after many years of suffering, and to Diane, Peter
and all the family - we will continue to pray for you all. More recently, the
mothers of Veron Rogers and Kevin Price have also gone to be with their
Lord. We hold David, Pam, Kevin and Vanessa and families in our
prayers.
Again, many of our members have had operations or are receiving
ongoing medical treatment. We pray for David Hotchkiss, Gwen Herapath,
Janet Fenney, Tom Wood, Stan Edwards, Peter Spreadbury, Pat Stoker
and Les Knight. To all these, and others in need, may you be strengthened
by the love of God, and receive health, wholeness and peace.
We were thrilled to hear that Sue and Graham Sinnett now have a
little grandson, Anthony. Our congratulations to Neil, their son, his wife,
and sister Rachel. Also, on 11 November, Kate Haden from “Prayers and
Bears” was blessed with a sister, Molly Florence. We ask God to bless
both these families and to be close to them all.
We have had two christenings since I last wrote - that, in September,
of Abbie Wilkinson, and, on 16 November, that of Ruby Hickman, Ruby
being one of our youngest members at “Prayers and Bears”. May God
bless Abbie and Ruby, and guide their families as they bring up their little
ones.
We hear that in two weeks time Paul Hughes will be returning from
Afghanistan, and we rejoice with Bob and Joyce, and pray for Paul’s safe
return to his family. Also, our prayers are with Steven Rock, still serving in
that country. We ask God to bless all those known and unknown to us,
who are serving abroad in difficult conditions.
As always, we remember, with love, all our housebound members
and friends. May that love that came down at the first Christmas be in all
our hearts, now, and in the coming year. A happy and peaceful Christmas
to you all.

SIX GEESE a-laying because eggs symbolise new
life, the geese are associated with the 6 days of
God’s creation.

SEVEN SWANS a-swimming linked to 7 gifts of the
Holy Spirit - prophecy, service, teaching, encouragement, giving, leadership and mercy.

EIGHT MAIDS a-milking stands for the 8
beatitudes which Jesus gave in his Sermon on
the Mount to spell out blessings for the poor,
meek and lowly. Most well known - “Blessed are
the meek for they shall inherit the earth.

NINE LADIES dancing represent the 9 fruits of the Holy
Spirit - Love, self-control, peace, joy, patience, gentleness, faithfulness, goodness and kindness.

TEN LORDS a-leaping represent law and
symbolising the 10 commandments.

leadership

ELEVEN PIPERS piping believed to signify the 11
apostles who stayed faithful to Christ.

TWELVE DRUMMERS drumming symbolise 12 teachings
of the creed which summarise the main beliefs of the
Catholic Church.

Carol Walker Pastoral Secretary

Jackie Neilson
8
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Twelve Days of Christmas
Traditionally the Christmas Holiday was celebrated for 12 days and
nights from 26 December to 6 January, and the well-known song that
celebrates Christmas, although humorous, has serious religious symbolism.
In the 18c. the song contained a secret catechism in its words – a
list of catholic beliefs. In the 19c. it became a popular party game and
each member of a group would sing a verse in turn, with another day
added by each new singer, and if you forgot a verse a forfeit was paid.
Now these aspects seem forgotten, but the song is still sung today.

A PARTRIDGE often feigns injury in the
wild to draw attention to itself (to protect its
young). In the 18c. Catholics used the
partridge to represent Christ (inspired by
the partridge’s admirable self-sacrifice). A
pear tree was thought of as the celestial
counterpart to the lowly apple (which might
explain how the partridge came to be
represented in the pear tree).

TWO TURTLE DOVES represent the old and
new testaments. These birds mate for life, an
enduring bond, which is believed to join the two
testaments.

THREE FRENCH HENS signify gifts from the
Three Wise Men (gold, frankincense and
myrrh) or the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy
Ghost.

FOUR CALLING BIRDS represented the Four
Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

Springdale Pastoral News
As we approach this season of Christmas we remember all who
are serving in the armed forces and will be away from home, and their
loved ones - we pray they will be kept safe and know they are being
remembered.
Several of our church family have been in hospital, but are now,
thankfully, back home and up and about again. We particularly thank God
for healing mercies for Judith Pilsbury and Sheila Priest. Several also
have ongoing hospital appointments and we ask that God will be with you.
We think of Zherron Ferriday who has had another stroke - we remember
all her family, too.
Congratulations to Claire Partridge and Rob Ash on their recent
engagement. We pray God will bless them as they plan their future
together. Congratulations also to Hilda Willcox on the safe arrival of identical
twin grandsons Toby and Jamie, born on 10 November to grandson David
and wife Noi.
Two of our church members, Geoff Martin and Betty Sennittt,
celebrate their 90 birthdays in December - our love and best wishes to
you both - what an achievement! - may God bless you both! There are
many of our church family who are not able to get to church for various
reasons - we do miss you but you are all remembered in our prayers.
On Sunday 26 October we welcomed the family and friends of Holly
Wilson-Lees and Jessica Zoe Wilson-Lees for baptism, and on Sunday 2
November we welcomed the family and friends of Jenna Sophia Bereton
Banks for baptism. We pray God will bless theses little ones and their
families.
May the blessing of Christmas and the New Year be with each and
every one.

FIVE GOLD RINGS represent the lasting
qualities of the 5 book s of the old
tes tam ent because of the everlasting
quality of gold, in rings.
44

Gwyneth M Wade Pastoral Secretary
9

Encounters with the World Church
Following our very successful World Church Sunday at Springdale,
we took our chance to go to the District World Church Day at the end of
November. We found plenty to interest us in the workshops which took
place. In particular we heard more about the situation in Rwanda. It was a
privilege to have Anastase and Julien there, as well as some of the young
people who had visited Rwanda last summer. Please let us keep the people
there in our prayers: and we can support the work by buying a 2009
calendar. Stocks are limited, so get yours as soon you can! A great
Christmas present!
Robert Ely

Christmas Cake Recipe
Ingredients:
* 2 cups flour
* 1 stick butter
* 1 cup of water
* 1 tsp baking soda
* 1 cup of sugar
* 1 tsp salt

* 1 cup of brown sugar
* Lemon juice
* 4 large eggs
* Nuts
* 1 bottle wine
* 2 cups of dried fruit

Christmas Is Cancelled
“Owing to the credit crunch, there will be no office party this year,”
announced one department, to the dismay of most of the staff.
In some towns and villages the usual festive lights may be noticeable
by their absence.
In prudent families the fashionable and aspired-to presents, such
as computers or motorbikes, will be replaced by more modest, but perhaps
equally welcome, gifts.
Further from the public eye there will be, as always, homes where,
because of poverty, illness, unemployment, broken relationships etc, the
generally accepted Christmas necessities are absent.
Even further from our gaze countless populations of families count
each day as happy if they have enough food to keep starvation at bay.
So if our traditional Western Christmas is cancelled or curtailed,
what is left? Like some gigantic ‘pass the parcel’ perhaps the accumulated
wrappings are steadily being removed, to reveal what?...a tiny baby in an
obscure manger, but one who embodies our world's greatest, eternal and
only realistic hope.
10

Sample the wine to check quality. Take a large bowl,
check the wine again. To be sure it is of the highest quality,
pour one level cup and drink. Repeat. Turn on the electric
mixer. Beat one cup of butter in a large fluffy bowl. Add one
teaspoon of sugar. Beat again. At this point it's best to make
sure the wine is still OK. Try another cup... Just in case.
Turn off the mixerer thingy. Break 2 eggs and add to the
bowl and chuck in the cup of dried fruit.
Pick the fruit up off floor. Mix on the turner. If the fried
druit gets stuck in the beaterers just pry it loose with a
drewscriver. Sample the wine to check for tonsisticity. Next,
sift two cups of salt. Or something. Check the wine. Now
shift the lemon juice and strain your nuts. Add one table.
Add a spoon of sugar, or some fink. Whatever you can find.
Greash the oven. Turn the cake tin 360 degrees and try not
to fall over. Don't forget to beat off the turner. Finally, throw
the bowl through the window. Finish the wine and wipe
counter with the cat.
Bingle Jells!
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A World of Difference

Reclaim Christmas

In songs and pictures Garth Hewitt explained there is a world of
difference between our lives and the lives of millions of people affected by
poverty and injustice all over the world. He especially focussed on Bethlehem
where a nine metre concrete separation wall has caused effective apartheid
between Israeli and Palestinian people.

Have a read through these twelve “C”s of Christmas. Which do you
want to keep?

As we approach Christmas the reality of Bethlehem is far from the
nativity scenes being played out over the country. He summed it up like
this:
What have they done to the “Little Town”?
Imprisoned it in a concrete wall,
Bethlehem - once a holy city Trapped inside a ghetto wall.
Here, where angels sang of peace,
Where love and hope were born anew,
Once surrounded by a heavenly host,
Now surrounded by a concrete view.
Longing for a world of peace
Where all are treated equally,
Where all can recognise their worth,
Where all can live in dignity,
Where all can join hands with neighbours,
Whether Muslim, Christian or Jew,
And find a way to live together,
Making holy dreams come true.

Consumption - the engine of economic growth which enslaves us and
treats creation as a mere commodity there for our use.
Commercialism - that which sees the price of everything and the value of
nothing and sees, in Christmas, one sole opportunity - profits.
Covetousness - the envy that drives so much materialistic pursuit and
which is expressly singled out in the Ten Commandment for special attention.
Carbon - the by-product of so much of our modern over-consuming lifestyle.
Climate Change - our great unchartered experiment with the biosphere.
Threats to creation loom large if we don't awaken ourselves to the call to
go back to some basic principles and live more simply, more sustainably.
Chaos - the disordered world that awaits if we do not live accordingly
within the limits of God's precepts.
Creation - God's marvellous work, of which we are a small, but key part.
God works ex nihilo, creating out of nothing. Even before the advent of
humans in the Genesis creation narrative, God looks on at each passing
day's work and declares all that he sees as “good”.
Covenant - God's faithfulness pledged first to Noah and then through
Abraham, resulting in the coming of “God-with-us”: Emmanuel, promised
to Israel.
Community - a true focus outside of ourselves and immediate families
directing us to be mindful of those in need around us.
Carols - with their multiple and joyous references to the humility of the
Christ-child story.
Candles - four for each of the weeks of Advent, signifying the coming light
that will shine in the darkness and which “darkness cannot overpower.” ( St John's Gospel Ch1)
Christ - on whom all our waiting is centred. In the simplicity and modesty
of his birth, we find God's word among us with a clear message: “Live
simply.”
From Operation Noah's ‘Reclaim Christmas' campaign
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Church Bulletin Bloopers
∗Bertha Belch, a missionary from Africa will be speaking tonight at Calvary
Memorial Church in Racine. Come tonight and hear Bertha Belch all the
way from Africa.
∗Announcement in the church bulletin for a National Prayer and Fasting
Conference. "The cost for attending the Fasting and Prayer conference
includes meals".
∗Miss Charlene Mason sang "I will not pass this way again," giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.
∗"Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those
things not worth keeping around the house. Don't forget your husbands".
The Birmingham, Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury, Chester and
Stoke Districts are hosting the Methodist Conference 2009 in Wolverhampton.
We will be ready to welcome 300 representatives, plus world church and
ecumenical visitors and Connexional staff. At the weekend we will also
welcome those to be ordained in 2009, and about 1100 visitors.
The Methodist Conference is the ruling body of the Methodist
Church; it sets the rules, the direction and the attitude of the Church. It is
a place for worship, and celebration, for presentation, discussion and
decision-making.
The basic format is - Thursday/Friday Ministerial Session including
a Service of Remembrance for the Ministers who have died in the year.
Saturday morning - Diaconal Session. Afternoon - opening of the
Representative Session (lay and ministers), with all the visitors, including
the welcome of World Church visitors and Ecumenical representatives,
the Induction of the new President (Rev David Gamble) and Vice President
(Dr Richard Vautry) and the President’s Address.
Sunday morning, again with all visitors, the reception of the Ordinands,
the Vice President’s address, all within the context of Conference Worship.
Sunday late afternoon, the Ordination Services at six different locations
throughout the region.
12

∗Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the help
they can get.
∗Barbara remains in the hospital and needs blood donors for more transfusions.
She is also having trouble sleeping and requests tapes of Pastor Jack's
sermons.
∗Remember in prayer those who are sick of our church and community.
∗Next weeks Sunday evening speaker, Missionary to Greece, Alan Brown,
will be presenting his ministry and progress of his work among the geeks.
∗The Preacher for next Sunday will be found hanging on the notice board
in the porch.
∗Notice in the kitchen of a Church Hall: "Ladies, when you have emptied
the teapot, please stand upside down in the sink".
∗Poster on a Church notice board: "What is Hell like?". Another poster on
the same notice board: "Come and hear our Choir sing next Sunday".
∗In the Church Notices: "At the last Church Council meeting, it was decided
that from this week on the freewill offering will be compulsory."
∗If you choose to heave during the Postlude, please do so quietly.
∗Newsletters are not being sent to absentees because of their weight.
∗As soon as the weather clears up, the men will have a goof outing.
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Monday to Thursday, the main Representative sessions, which
include debate, worship, Communion, coffee, lunch, group discussion.

Connect with God every day
Reading the Bible regularly is something that many of us would like
to do but don’t always manage. I find it really helps to use a Bible reading
guide called Encounter with God. This guide is produced by Scripture
Union and it really does make a difference to my quiet time.
The Bible is full of wisdom and advice for everyday life and helps
me to know God better, and to appreciate the amazing things he has
done, and the promises he has made. But sometimes I find the Bible hard
to understand; other times I feel I have read the same passage so many
times I can’t see anything new. Bible reading guides can help with these
things.
My Bible reading guide makes a world of difference to the time I
spend in God’s Word. It helps to challenge and inspire me with the Bible
verses I’m reading that day. The writers of the guides are real people like
you and me. They bring perspective, wisdom, clarification, and can help
to make the passage relevant to my life.
The guides are easy to use and understand and arrive quarterly. I
have information about all the Bible reading guides Scripture Union provide
for the whole family, including WordLive, their new multi-media Bible
engagement website. So come and speak to me after church in the New
Year to see which guide you would like to try. At just over £1 a month I
think they are well worth it. I can also find reading notes from other
sources.
Denis Campion

Churches Advertising Network
Christmas Campaign
Calling all young people (and the not so young, too!) -why not check out
the following link - there’s some interesting Christmas stuff on here!

Help please!
As you can imagine, Methodist Conference takes quite a lot of
organizing and we will need lots of help in the run up and at the time.
Use your expertise - the Conference Arrangements Team includes
people who have helped in previous years, and new members from
around the region. Would you be able to offer expertise and help? Please
contact the CAT team leader Peter Mills - 01926 425609;
pmillspjj@aol.com
Get involved - during the Conference we will need a large number
of volunteer people for stewards of various kinds and many other tasks.
Would you like to be involved in this exciting opportunity? Book the date
now and watch out for further help requests and information.
Wolverhampton Civic Hall is an amazing 1930’s art deco building
with two auditoriums. However, it’s a bit dull, so we’ll be after the brightest
and best church banners to brighten the place up!

Pilgrim’s Prayer - Ely Cathedral
God of pilgrimage
Be with me on my journey through this life,
Guard and defend me,
Shelter and feed me,
Challenge and inspire me,
Teach me and lead me,
And when my days are ended Welcome me home at last
To rest in your love forever.

www.churchads.org.uk/live/radio.html
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A Church Without a Project?
We had a great weekend at the end of November, when the District
was visited by the President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference.
There is so much I might pass on, but one thought in particular stays in
my mind. The President had been visiting Tonga for the coronation of the
new king (not all bad, being President!) He spoke to one church member
who asked about church projects in England, and when he was told that
not all churches in England had projects, he replied “What’s the point of a
church without a project?” I think that’s a good question! Wombourne
readers may be tempted to feel smug at this point (unless you didn’t think
of FoKC!) but please don’t, because although we do a lot to help, there is
so much more we could do to support Friends of Kenya’s Children.
Should not all churches have a project to help those in need? And what
sort of project might we think of adopting? Local or in Rwanda or... What
do you think?
Robert Ely

liberty he should preach again”. The magistrates bound him over on two
securities to appear at the Stafford sessions. When the Justices heard the
case they inflicted a nominal fine, but he had no money to pay so the
case was dismissed. That evening he preached at the Cannock Lane
preaching house.
The Wolverhampton and Bilston Primitive Methodist societies were,
for several years, in the Darlaston Circuit. The Bilston Primitive Methodist
Circuit was formed in 1860 and Wolverhampton Circuit in 1866. In
Wolverhampton two circuits were formed in 1894. Wolverhampton 1st
with Lord Street as the main Chapel and Wolverhampton 2nd with Dudley
Road as the main chapel.
What’s still to come?
In the next article short histories of the churches in the present
Wolverhampton Methodist Circuit will conclude this overview of the
beginnings of Methodism in Wolverhampton.

MAYC Orchestra and Singers Concert

A Black Country Christmas

Congratulations to Emma Baker and Samantha Ward of Springdale,
who both sang solos in front of a sell-out audience at Midsomer Norton
Methodist Church at half term. They were there as part of MAYC Orchestra
and Singers, a group of about 70 very talented Christian young people
aged between 13 and 26 who show their commitment to their faith by
spending three nights of their holiday sleeping on church hall floors and
making music all day. They try to give three concerts a year.

An’ the’er wus in the Black Country sairtin shift werkers keeping’
watch over the furniss, an’ tekin’ the’ snap.

Other names you might recognise who were also there are Ele
Summers, Robin Barrett, Helen Cook and Caroline Ely.

An’ th’ angel o’ the Lord showed ‘isself tew um, an’ it wus like broad
daylite al round um, an’ they’d all got the wind up.
An’ th’ angel says tew um: “Wot’s up wi’ yo lot? Wy ah’m bringin’ yo
good tiding’s o’ great ji, wot’ll be fer all on yer. Cos unto yo this day in the
town o’ David is born a servyer naemed Christ the Lord”.

You may remember that following the Connexional Review last
year, a decision was made that the Methodist Church will no longer be
able to support MAYC Orchestra and Singers, but these young people are
determined to keep going. A registered charity has been formed and Rev
Phil Summers has become Chair of the Trustees. A major re-brand is
14
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The Primitive Methodists Mission in Wolverhampton
1807 saw the beginnings of what was to become the Primitive
Methodist Denomination. Hugh Bourne, a Wesleyan Local Preacher,
started Camp Meeting preaching in the open-air on Mow Cop in Staffordshire
on 31 May, 1807. This started the Camp Meeting Methodists. In 1808
Hugh Bourne was expelled from the Wesleyan Church. William Clowes,
who was also a Wesleyan local preacher was caught up in this new revivalist
movement and he and his followers were called Clowites. In 1810 he, too,
was expelled from the Wesleyan Denomination. In 1811 Hugh Bourne
and William Clowes and their followers joined together and became the
Primitive Methodist Denomination.
The first Primitive Methodist preacher in Wolverhampton was
Sampson Turner. He had been converted in a Primitive Methodist preaching
house at Cannock Lane, which was on the same circuit plan as Cannock
Wood, Essington Wood and Walsall Wood and became a local preacher.
In the first week of April 1819 he spent 4 days missioning in Bilston,
Wolverhampton, Willenhall and Darlaston. In his Journal he says that at
Bilston he spoke “amid quietness, in a space in the centre of the town”.
He spent the night in a ‘common lodging-house’ in Bilston with tinkers,
cadgers and chimney sweeps. The following day he preached in Wolverhampton
Market Place. In contrast to his service at Bilston Turner, during his sermon,
was hustled and howled at. He was rescued by a friendly gentleman and,
with the menacing mob following, he was taken to the home of William
Griffiths in the Penn area for safety. After preaching in Willenhall, where
he was stoned out of the town, he found shelter and kindness in New
Invention. Some days after his return home he received a letter telling
him he was appointed a travelling preacher and Missioner.
On the 31 July, 1820, James Bonsor, a Primitive Methodist Missioner, held a Camp-meeting at the Bilston Wake. Afterwards he, along
with fellow supporters, went to Wolverhampton to hold an evening service
in the Market-place. He was stopped by a policeman and was led away
by a magistrate. Throughout the night and the following morning he
prayed with his fellow prisoners and preached to them. He says that many
people came to visit him and bring him food. The following day at noon he
was brought before the magistrates. Bonsor said that as long as men
swore, told lies, broke the Sabbath, and did bad things, “he meant to
preach as long as the Lord gave him strength; and as soon as he was at
38

happening at the moment, and a new name will emerge, but funding will
always be a major issue now that they are not formally funded in any way
by the Methodist Church. It is possible to make regular donations by
becoming a “Friend”. If you are interested in this idea please contact
Lesley Cook on 01902 330614 or email lesleyvcook@btinternet.com

The Refugee
God forgive us for our Christmas!
Help us, Lord, to blush for shame:
Frantic marathons of spending,
Practised in the Saviour’s name!
Food for those who live in plenty,
Gifts for those who have no need;
Christ who came to feed the hungry,
Save us from our Christmas greed!
Save us from all feeble friendships,
From the yearly postal fuss:
Automatic Christmas greetings,
Sent to those who send to us!
Save us from the superficial,
Make our Christmas deep and fresh:
Show us in the simple stable
God revealed in baby-flesh.
With the shepherds let us worship,
With the Wise Men let us see
How through proud and heartless Herod
Jesus was a refugee.
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Living in God’s Love
From March 13 - 15, 2009, we will be having a follow on lay witness
weekend at Wombourne called “Living in God’s Love”. We hope everyone
in the church will pray about this - how they can help offering hospitality
and accommodation, who they can encourage to come along, and to pray
for the leaders and helpers that they may have strength for their task.
Beside each individual prayer at home or in church there will be a
short time of prayer specifically for the weekend on the third Wednesday
evening of January and February at 7.30pm. Please support this venture
in prayer.

Contemplative Prayer
Rev David Belcher, A retired Anglican vicar, led a series of three
meetings at Wombourne this autumn on prayer. He broke prayer down
into four sections - contemplation, celebration, reflection and connection.
This is how he feels we best communicate with God.
Benedictine contemplation is where we empty ourselves of everything
and let God fill the empty spaces. Ignation contemplation involves using
scripture, meditating and following God’s lead. We practiced 10 - 15
minutes of silence in each session. When you pray as a group you can
almost feel the silence.
A small group meets for prayer every Tuesday at 7.45pm at St
Michael’s Church, Coalway Road, Penn. It is open to Christians of any
denomination. You would be most welcome.

Blessing by Trial
No trouble seems pleasant at the time. Yet in God’s economy, it is
pain which brings forth new faith. How often we hear, “I thank God for that
hard time; it was the best thing that ever happened to me.” Even when we
may not find the grace to thank God for our tribulation, we can thank him
for the good that comes from our fire.
16

Methodist services were started in Tettenhall Wood in 1824.
On the Wolverhampton Circuit Plan for 1824 there are Sunday and
weekday services at Wolverhampton (Noah’s Ark), Bilston, Ettingshall
and Can Lane. At Coven, Brewood, Gospel End, Goldthorne Hill,
Wednesfield, Lanesfield, Tettenhall, Broad Lane, Hampton Street there
was one Sunday Service. Weekday services were held at W.Boddis’s (the
home of the local preacher), Mill Fields, and Montmore Green. In the following
year, Broad Lane and Sedgley were opened and a Sunday Service held
at the Oxford Street W.H (This would be the Bilston Workhouse). With the
exception of Noah’s Ark and Darlington Street Chapels all the other Methodist
services on the plan would be in people’s homes or rented rooms.
The first chapel to be built by the Wolverhampton Wesleyan Circuit
after Darlington Street was Wednesfield in 1825. It was built at a cost of
£1150. Considering that money was being raised to build the new chapel
in Darlington Street it was a mark of great confidence of the local Wesleyans
that they could consider building another chapel. Between 1838 and 1864
Wesleyan Chapels were built at Blakenhall, Coven, Wednesfield Heath,
Gospel End, and Montmore Green.
The Methodist New Connexion Church arrives in Wolverhampton.
In 1797, some 6 years after John Wesley died, Alexander Kilham,
one of Wesley’s itinerant preachers (who like John and Charles Wesley
was born in Epworth) along with other ministers and laymen broke away
from the Wesleyan Denomination and formed what became the Methodist
New Connexion.
The first Methodist New Connexion circuit was formed in
W olverhampton in 1810 with the Rev J Revill as the minister. A Methodist
New Connexion chapel was built in that year in what is now Railway
Street, Wolverhampton. This building was used until 1829 when Mount
Zion Methodist New Connexion chapel was built in Horseley Fields. In
1811 the circuit was renamed the Birmingham and Wolverhampton circuit.
In 1919 it became a separate circuit with the Rev J Garbutt who was sent
by the home mission department as the Missioner and minister. The
Methodist New Connexion later opened chapels in Moseley Village,
Willenhall and Heath Town.
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congregation soon settled into their new premises and new ventures in
ministry were started.
A measure of the influence of Darlington Street chapel in the life of
Wolverhampton can be seen in the number or Mayors of Wolverhampton
that have come from its congregation. Mr George Benjamin Thorneycroft
1848-49 (the first mayor of Wolverhampton), Jeremiah Wynn 1852-53,
John Hartley 1858-59, Henry Hartley Fowler 1862-63, (afterwards Rt Hon
Viscount Wolverhampton GCSI), Isaac Jenks, 1872-74, John Brotherton
1883-84, Joseph G.Wright 1885-86 Edward Lewis Cullwick 1908-9,
Charles Thomas Richards 1910-11, and Joseph Clark 1923-5
Let’s expand the mission
Not only did Noah’s Ark and Darlington Street become the hub and
pioneering centre for Wesleyan Methodist witness in Wolverhampton,
Wesleyan Methodist societies were also opened in other parts of the
area.
Whilst it is not certain who started Methodist worship in Trysull, the
curate in the 1770’s stated that there were a few Methodists in the
chapelry ‘of the lower rank, without a tabernacle, preacher or teacher’. For
a short time the Methodists held services at Kingswood but it was not until
William Hackett (Junior), the local preacher from Bilston, started preaching in
Codsall that Methodist witness took root. William Hackett, on his first visit
to Codsall whilst preaching in the open air, was attacked by a mob led by
the village constable. Hackett went back to Bilston and obtained a legal
document which read “I, William Leigh, clerk, one of His Majesty’s Justices of
the Peace for the County of Stafford, do hereby certify that William Hackett, of
Bilston, did on this day appear before me, and I did make and subscribe
the several oaths and declarations specified in an Act made in the fiftysecond year of the reign of King George the Third, intituled ‘An Act to repeal
certain Acts and amend other Acts relating to religious worship and
assemblies and persons teaching and preaching therein’ Witness my
hand this 5 day of July 1823. William Leigh. Armed with this document
William Hackett went back to Codsall. When the Methodist open-air meeting
was interrupted by the mob led by the constable, Hackett produced the
document. When the constable saw that a clergyman who was also a
Justice of the Peace signed it the Methodists were allowed to continue
preaching uninterrupted.
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LIVING IN GOD’S LOVE WEEKEND
‘A journey of discovery’ for the people of
Wombourne Methodist Church
13th – 15th March 2009
We are looking forward to coming to your Wombourne Church to
lead their special Lay Witness weekend, LIVING IN GOD’S LOVE. In
addition to ourselves there will be eight team members from various parts
of the country. The weekend is a follow up to the one they had nearly
three years ago, but it will be different.
We would like to encourage everyone at Wombourne to come
along and share in the weekend so that we can discover together more
about God’s wonderful love.
The weekend will be an opportunity for the church family to come
together, to share in fellowship, meals, worship and discussion. Team
members will be telling how they have experienced God’s love in their
lives. It will be gentle, low key, non-threatening and nobody will be asked
to do anything that they are not comfortable with.
We invite you to join our team of prayer members by praying for all
of the preparations for the weekend.
We do hope that people from Wombourne will be accepting their
invitation by coming along and sharing in as much of the weekend as
they can.
If you have any queries, please speak to Denis Beaumont.
Maureen and Norman Prophett (Stoke-on-Trent)
Lay Witness Team Leaders
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Wolverhampton & Shrewsbury Methodist District
Youth Visit to Rwanda 18th July – 9th August 2008
Earlier this year I was lucky enough to be accepted as a leader for
this visit to Rwanda, to visit the projects which are being supported financially
by fundraising across our District – namely the building of an isolation unit
at Kibagora Hospital for meningitis and HIV patients and the support of
young people orphaned by the genocide through the Peace, Hope and
Reconcilation Programme (PHARP).
The day of departure finally arrived after months of preparation and
several visits to the doctor for vaccinations, and the chemists for malaria
tablets and private prescriptions for rabies. As I got on the bus to Wolverhampton
bus station there were mixed emotions going through my head, the fear of
the unknown, what to expect, apprehension and excitement. This was it
there was no going back now!
After nearly an 11 hour flight with a change of aeroplane at Nairobi,
we arrived in Kigali the capital of Rwanda to be greeted by a group of
young people from PHARP, who gave us each an orange rose. Our group
of 14 young people and 5 leaders, led by Rev John Howard, Methodist
Chair of District, were feeling extremely tired after nearly 24 hours travelling.
For the first of our 3 weeks in Rwanda, we stayed in the Friends
guest house in Kigali, which was very comfortable - we had proper beds,
cold showers and toilets. We visited several sites in Kigali including two
genocide memorials, which were very moving and powerful reminders of
what happened in Rwanda in 1994. They were two very emotional days
as we went with several of the young people from PHARP who were
orphaned as a result of the genocide.
We visited a school for children with HIV/AIDS and gave them
socks and footballs donated by Sainsbury’s from Sports Relief. We also
visited a Methodist school, here we gave the children pin-on badges.
Some wore their own clothes if they couldn’t afford to buy a uniform.
Many of the children travelled for miles to get to this school as it was the
only one in the region. Most children in Rwanda don’t have the chance to
have a secondary education as many parents can’t afford it. Many young
18

were being removed it was discovered that the fabric of the building was
in need of extensive renovation. The trustees, with great confidence,
decided to build a new church, more in keeping with the influence of the
Wesleyan cause and more fitted for evangelical outreach in the Twentieth
Century. The scheme was accepted with enthusiasm. Mr J W Sankey,
who was a strong advocate for the scheme, was appointed treasurer. A
subscription list to raise £8000 was started. Mr & Mrs J W Sankey promised
£500 each, as did Miss Butler, Miss Jenks and two anonymous donors. Mr
Walter Jenks cancelled the balance of £874 of a loan he had made to the
chapel. Soon the full amount was raised and Mr Arthur Marshall was
appointed as the architect and plans of the new church were agreed.
Come with us to the Agricultural Hall
The closing meeting of the old chapel was held on Monday 29 August,
1899, the chairman being Mr Joseph G Wright J.P. the leading
Wolverhampton Wesleyan layman. The congregation for the next year
worshipped in the Agricultural Hall.
The copper dome chapel
The new Darlington Street Wesleyan Church was built in what Sir
Nikolaus Pevsner, the Slade Professor of Fine Art and a Fellow of St
John's College, Cambridge and Professor of the History of Art at Birkbeck
College, University of London, describes as ‘A free English Early Georgian
but with a hemispherical copper dome and two facade turrets’. It has later
been described as Dr. John Thomas as an "Edwardian Baroque". The
channelled masonry, the drum and block columns, the over-emphatic
keystones and other features says, Dr Thomas, put the building in the
baroque style. The tower from the old chapel was retained. The copper
dome is a major landmark in Wolverhampton and sets the Church apart
from any other building in Wolverhampton.
The opening services for the new Darlington Street Church were
held on Thursday 7 November, 1901. The outstanding evangelist of the
day, Rev Samuel Chadwick of Leeds, was the preacher. On the following
Sunday the Rev William Gorman of Belfast was the preacher and on the
following Monday the Rev John Henry Jowett the famous pastor of Carr’s
Lane, Chapel in Birmingham was the preacher. The Rev H Arnaud Scott
was appointed the Superintendent minister and under his leadership the
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Lets go to the races
The offering of education to the children of the poor and open-air
witness and preaching has always been a feature of Methodist Home Mission
work. William Astle and E T Wright opened a ‘Ragged School’ in a cottage in
Peel Street. In 1857 William Astle who considered that the Races were an
evil influence announced to the Race Committee that he would preach
against them at the next race meeting that was to be held on the land,
which is now the West Park. The committee responded by commissioning
sandwich-board men to walk about the racecourse with the notice on the
back and front ‘No itinerant preachers or their followers will be permitted
on the racecourse.’ When William Astle and his supporters came they
were howled down by a mob and thrust back onto the road. They started
to hold their meeting on the road and asked the police to protect them.
But the police took no action. Some civilians managed to rescue the
open-air preachers from the violent and murderous mob but not before
some 20 stones hit William Astle. One stone, which was thrown at William
Astle, weighed a pound and was taken to the Chief Constable as evidence
that his officers had not prevented the incident. The Chief Constable
would not listen to the complaint. Because public opinion was so incensed
by the Chief Constable’s unwillingness to deal with the matter it caused
the Wolverhampton Watch Committee to hold an inquiry. The Mayor, who
was the chairman of the committee, summed up their findings by saying
“No person of unbiased mind could come to any other conclusion than
that the police had not done their duty, that they not only did nothing to
interfere with the roughs, but exceeded their duty by threatening to take
respectable people into custody who complained of ill-usage”. Although
the Wesleyan Missioners and their followers did not witness at the racecourse, nevertheless they left their mark.
Darlington Street Chapel is still not big enough
The thriving Wesleyan chapel was again outgrowing its premises
and wanted to expand the ministry in children’s education. In 1857 the
Mayor of Wolverhampton, John Hartley, gave land to the trustees in
School Street next to the chapel. In 1859 a Day and Sunday school were
built.
By 1899 the enlarged 1825 chapel, which was serving the
Wesleyan cause, very well was in need of refurbishment. When the pews
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girls get pregnant as contraception is not widely (if at all) available in
Rwanda.
The second week we travelled about 7 hours to the north of
Rwanda to Kumbya which overlooks Lake Kivu, an enormous lake the
size of Ireland. It is a beautiful location, a real contrast from the hustle and
bustle of Kigali. Our task this week was to run a holiday club for missionary
children as there was an annual conference going on for missionaries,
many of whom are serving in Kigali for 2 – 3 years. Here we were able to
visit the Kibagora Hospital, where the Wolverhampton & Shrewsbury District
has raised money for a new isolation unit.
The final week we were back in Kigali and we visited the HIV
Women’s Co-operative where we were able to purchase handicrafts,
which they had made.
In 3 weeks I experienced a lot of Rwanda. It is know as the “Land
of a Thousand Hills”; it is a beautiful country with many hills and green
cultivated fields full of crops. The people are positive about the future and
full of so much hope following the devastation of the genocide. There is
reconciliation now between all peoples after the genocide. The people we
met had so very little but were prepared to share with us what they had.
We all came home with a pack of coffee, which is widely grown in
Rwanda. Faith is strong and is a major part of Rwandan life. It was quite
humbling to see the churches we visited packed out with people praising
God for up to 4 hours! We complain about long services and falling numbers not in Rwanda!
We shall be giving a presentation about the visit with photographs
and more details at Women’s Focus at Beckminster Methodist Church on
Monday 19 January at 7.30pm. Members of the group are willing to speak
at church meetings about their experiences – please contact the District
Office on 01902 658383.
Lucy Gilbert

19

Komera
I can hardly believe that it is less than two years since we launched
the KOMERA project, linking our Methodist District with Christians in
Rwanda. Within six months our congregations had raised enough money
to start the building work on the isolation block at Kibagora Hospital. By
the time our young people went out to Rwanda this summer, the unit was
already in use. The finishing touches were completed after that and Mr
Brian Dawson, our lay World Church Secretary, went to Rwanda to be
present at its official opening at the end of October. The cost of the unit
was £30,000, all met by contributions from individuals and congregations
in the District.

ministers took the service instead of Mr Marsden]. In the evening at 6pm
the President of the Wesleyan Conference the Reverend Joseph Entwisle
was the ‘keynote’ preacher.
On August 31, 1825, a ‘For Sale by Auction’ advert was displayed
in the Wolverhampton Chronicle. The auction was to be held on Monday
5 September at 6pm in Noah’s Ark Inn. The chapel was bought on behalf
of the Calvinist Independents for £590. Mr Charles Mander was the treasurer
and possibly underwrote the cost. The chapel was opened for worship on
20 November, 1825. Some time later chapel was later sold and became a
billiards hall.
Confidence in the new Darlington Street Chapel is justified

Meanwhile our focus had moved on to the second phase of
KOMERA - supporting PHARP Rwanda, the Peace, Healing and
Reconciliation Programme based in Kigali.
This summer John Howard took a group of young people from the
District to Rwanda and again the District was most generous in supporting
them with fundraising events; Wolverhampton Trinity Circuit and the
churches in our section gave donations to Lucy Gilbert and Emma Baker
from Springdale and have been amazed by their experiences as we read
their blog from Rwanda and listened to their stories since their return.
This visit seemed to cement relations between our District and
PHARP. The directors of PHARP shared their vision of a purpose-built
centre which would enable their work to develop and our District agreed
to support the programme by raising £30,000 which would cover the costs
of building and equipping the seminar/training rooms. We have already
raised approximately £7,500 and are confident that the rest will come.
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As important as raising money has been the raising of awareness.
We have a vague memory of TV footage of the genocide in the mid-90s
but life has moved on, crises have happened elsewhere and I guess
Rwanda and his people largely forgotten. The presence of two Rwandan
ministers in our District - Paul Nzacahayo and Samuel Uwimana, has
given us the opportunity to reflect again on Rwanda and its story and now
the visit of Anastase and Julienne, the directors of PHARP, to our District
has further deepened our relationship.

There were three services on a Sunday in Darlington Street chapel
for many decades. The morning service held at 10 30am and evening
service held at 6 were usually taken by one of the ministers. The 3pm services
were conducted by highly respected local preachers such as Henry Ryley
[Riley], Richard Tyrer and William Hackett [Junior] of Bilson.
When the new chapel was opened the membership grew from 709
in 1826 to 1002 in 1834. In 1838 a second hand organ was installed but it
was in such a bad state that on July 26, 1844, it was resolved ‘in consequence of its bad state the organ be silent for the present’. The organ was
patched up and it was played until 1849 when the trustees put it up for
sale. Alas, no one wanted the instrument so it continued to be used until it
was replaced in 1861 by a new organ costing £350.
Darlington Street Chapel is not big enough
Because of the growing congregations the trustees in 1848
launched an appeal for £800 to lengthen the chapel by 20 feet and to provide
two vestries. A year later the Rev John Lomas, who had preached at the
chapel opening services in 1825, re-opened the enlarged chapel. Dr
Beaumont also officiated at the re-opening. The offering on the day of the
re-opening amounted to £254. Mr Hartley offered £500 if the congregation
raised the rest. The appeal was so successful that £1,016 raised. The
trustees having cleared the debt decided to install a new and more ornate
pulpit.
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The foundation stone and bricks are laid
The fund-raising went on and on 16 August, 1824, the Rev Thomas
Ashton [the Superintendent Minister] officially laid the foundation stone.
The brass plate, which commemorated the occasion, also lists the names
of the trustees who were W Wilson, J Hayward, J Fletcher, J Frost, J
Smith, R Perks, J Perks, E H Coleman, W Glover, J Coley, R Tyrer, J
Firmstone. On a later occasion there was a red-letter day that was called
the ‘laying of foundation bricks’. This was a special occasion when any
member or adherent could lay a brick provided they put on the brick a
‘thanksgiving offering according to his or her means’. The Wolverhampton
newspaper The Chronicle is silent about the new chapel until the opening
occasion on 26 and 28 August, 1825, when they reported that six
“excellent sermons were preached on the occasion”. They also reported
that the collection was £250. In the Methodist Magazine in 1825 there is a
full report of the momentous occasion of the opening of the chapel in
Wolverhampton. The report says that ‘On Friday 26 and Sunday 28 August,
was opened in this town, a commodious and elegant new chapel belonging to
the Methodists’. The report says that the building would hold between
1200 to 1500 people with a Sunday school that would hold 1000 children.
The report also says that the chapel is a very handsome edifice and as a
building forms one of the principal ornaments of the town. The Sunday
school and vestries were in the basement of the chapel. The chapel was
lit by gas that had just been introduced to Wolverhampton. The flame
burned on three feet high standards attached to the ends of the pews.
Large solid fuel stoves heated the building with iron pipes taking the
smoke and fumes out through adjacent windows. There was an octagonal
pulpit and reading desk made of mahogany. During later improvements to
the chapel this pulpit was given to the Mamble Square Chapel in Tipton.
Darlington Street Chapel open at last
The poster announcing the opening service says that on Friday,
sermons were to be delivered in the morning by the Reverend John Lomas of
Bath (former Classics Master at Kingswood School), in the afternoon by
Rev John Anderson of London, and in the evening by Rev Robert Wood
of Manchester. On the Sunday the morning the Reverend William Lord of
Birmingham was to deliver the sermon. At 3pm the Rev Joshua Marsden,
(former missionary to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick) was announced
as the preacher. [It appears that the Rev Titus Close one of the resident
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Anastase and Julienne have had a busy two weeks in the District.
Liz green and I were delighted to have the opportunity to take them to T.
J. Hughes to buy warm clothing (and they have experienced snow, freezing
fog and torrential rain since they arrived) followed by a visit to the Art Gallery
(where there is an excellent exhibition of the Troubles in Northern
Ireland), St Peter's Church and Bantock House. They also had visits to
the Black Country Museum and Ludlow but otherwise were busy with
speaking engagements around the District. We were delighted that Garth
Hewitt found time to share their story before his concert at Beckminster
and was very gracious in drawing items from that conversation into his
concert as he dedicated a song to Rwanda.
I was privileged to share a day with Anastase and Julienne at Barnes
Close, home of the Community for Reconciliation, which Denis Beaumont
had helped to organise. Here Anastase and Julienne shared very intimate
details of their own experiences of the genocide which I found horrifying.
Their conviction that ‘God is good’ (said frequently by Julienne) and that
they were spared death for a purpose was humbling. It is this conviction
and a deep personal faith that drives their work at PHARP.
As I write, Anastase and Julienne are spending their last day with
us in the District and I want to pay tribute to them for all they have brought
us as they have been here. Perhaps we understand a little more and have
opened ourselves to God's transforming love a little more. I do not doubt
that the funding for PHARP will be found and that we will share in their
rejoicing at its opening before too long.
The word peace can so easily be used to mean something that is
bland and sentimental. Peacemaking in the setting of PHARP is tough.
To create an environment where those who perpetrated the most dreadful
crimes are able to look into the eyes of their victims and ask and receive
forgiveness requires enormous courage and patience. To create a safe
space for orphaned children and young people suffering from HIV/AIDS
requires a special kind of love. Anastase and Julienne shared with us a
poem from the genocide which perhaps tell something of the fire that has
shaped their lives.
Brenda Shuttleworth
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Do you want to know what happened in
Rwanda?
Do you want to know what happened in Rwanda? I have been
there. I am there now. Come, put your hand here on my chest and I will
tell you. Close your eyes. Listen. Now push, push gently, gently. Keep
your eyes closed. Push past my skin. Through my ribs. Let your hand
move deep into my chest. Touch my heart. Hold it. Feel it. Push through
its cavities to the centre of my heart.
Now, listen closely. Open your eyes, slowly, and look deep into
mine. There, can you see it? I have been lying here for some time. I do
not know what happened to my family - it depends on who I am, on
where I am.
I was a man, a woman, a child, a foetus. You know I was killed. I
was killed by the militia because I am a Tutsi. I was killed by the army
because I was Hutu and a member of an opposition party. I was killed by
my neighbours because I would not go with them to kill others. I was
killed by my priest because it was the price he had to pay to keep others
alive. I was killed by my wife, my husband, my children, my parents because
they had to kill me or be killed. They killed many like me, women, children,
men who happened to be here. I know why, but I don’t know why.
I was killed by their machetes. I was killed by their Kalashnikovs. I
was killed by their grenades. I was killed by their bare hands. I was killed
by the rebels’ soldiers when they arrived here. They killed many like me,
women, children, men who happened to be here. I know why, but I don’t
know why. I was killed by illness because we are so many, because we
live so close, because there is so much sickness, because I am afraid to
return home. I was killed when I tried to leave the camps to go back and
they did not want me to go. I was killed when I returned home, by those I
found on my land. Was it once their land? I was killed when another said I
had participated in the massacres. Did I? I was taken, arrested, and my
family does not know where I am. They asked, but no one will tell them.
There was no trial—just an accusation. I was killed in the war four years
ago. I was killed in massacres in my village two years back. I was killed
earlier this year when someone threw a grenade into my house.
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with Wesleyans if they could conveniently trade elsewhere. The Wesleyans
had set their hearts on a site in Darlington Street and Mr Richard Fryer
had a suitable site for sale. Whilst he was a businessman and banker
keen to make money he was also aware of the fact that his prosperity was
largely dependent on his commercial activities with his fellow Anglicans.
He feared that if he sold land to the increasingly influential Wesleyans his
bank and business would suffer. Thomas Hancher, who was a shrewd
businessman and shoemaker went to Mr Fryer and asked the price for the
land. It was higher than he had hoped so he consulted other trustees and
following a conversation between Dr Coleman and Mr Perks the price of
the land was agreed at five shillings per square yard. A deposit of 5
shillings was paid. Eventually a conveyance was drawn up and 1,583
square yards, with a frontage on Darlington Street of 69 feet at a cost of
£396 was bought. As soon as the Church people found out that the
Wesleyans were to build a chapel on the land they demanded that Richard
Fryer cancel the deal. It was too late. The deed had been signed and
Fryer told them “he did not care if the devil had the land, for he had the
money”.
A farthing for the new chapel.
Now that the land was secure money had to be raised to build the
new chapel. One of the most enthusiastic canvassers for funds was Miss
Ester Loxton, a maltster of Salop Street. On one occasion when she was
travelling back to Wolverhampton from Birmingham on the coach she was
sitting next to one of the wealthiest Calvinists in the town. At the time Calvinists
were very critical of Wesleyans because of their theology, which challenged
their own doctrine. Even though she knew of the gulf between the Calvinists
and the Wesleyans she told him of the project to build a Wesleyan chapel
in Darlington Street. She told him that even the smallest contribution
would be very acceptable. “Oh indeed,” was his curt reply. He then, in an
attempt to get out of making a contribution to the new Wesleyan chapel,
said to her, “If you will send for it, I shall be glad to give you a farthing” [A
farthing was a quarter of an old penny or 0.104425 of a modern penny].
Miss Loxton was not put off by this miserly ‘put down’. Some weeks later
Miss Loxton called at the man’s house. When he opened the door he
greeted her “Good day, Miss Loxton. And what can I do for you?” Smiling,
she replied, “I have come for the farthing you so kindly promised towards
the building of the chapel in Darlington Street.” The man feeling shamed
faced gave her a cheque for £5.
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Methodism in Wolverhampton and Bilston
(Part 3)
Donald H Ryan
Darlington Street and Wesleyan Chapels, Methodist New Connexion
Chapels and Primitive Methodist Chapels.
Get out of this nasty dirty place
When the Rev John Newton, preaching in Noah’s Ark chapel urged
the congregation to get out of that “nasty dirty place”, the question was go
where? The Wesleyan officers decided to look for a larger plot of land in a
better position in the centre of Wolverhampton on which to build a large
modern chapel. Whilst they were looking, the numbers attending Noah’s
Ark were increasing, so, as a temporary measure, the officers rented the
Old Meeting House in John Street as a ‘chapel of ease’. The Old Meeting
House was the first Nonconformist Chapel in Wolverhampton. By 1820
Noah’s Ark and the Old Meeting House had become too small for the rapidly
growing congregation.
Telford’s new road from London to Holyhead
In the 1820’s Thomas Telford was building the new road from London
to Holyhead and as part of this road scheme a new street was made
through the Earl of Darlington's land in Wolverhampton which he had sold
to the Wolverhampton Town Commissioners for £350 per acre. The Blue
plaque on the side of Beatties Store in Darlington Street tells us that the
Town Commissioners developed the land around 1823 to give better access
to Chapel Ash, Tettenhall and the main Holyhead Road. It also tells us
that the street was named after Lord Darlington.
Opposition to the new Wesleyan chapel foiled
Unfortunately things were not straightforward for the Wesleyans.
There was resistance by the Established Church Leaders to allow the
growing Wesleyan chapel to purchase land. The money to buy land for a
new large and commodious chapel in the new Darlington Street was
promised. At the time Anglican Church people would not deal in business
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I was buried here by my family. I was buried here in this mass
grave and no one knows whether I am dead. I died here in my grave after
they forced me to dig it and put me and others inside it and shot us. I
have never been buried. I am in my house. I am in the woods. I was
thrown in a river. I have been left here as a testament to what happened,
for you and for the world to see.
Now do you understand? No? Then look deeper. Ask yourself if
you would kill if you thought it could save your family. If it would protect
your neighbours. Your country. If it would protect your way of life against
those you think would grab it away from you. If you believed that it would
save what is important to you.
Ask yourself if you have ever looked at others as being different
from who you are yourself. You are Canadian. Have you ever been angry
at them for their differences? Have you ever been angry at the French? At
the English? At Westerners? At Easterners? At Americans? At Muslims?
At newcomers? At those born here? At people of colour? At whites?
When you hear about a murder here now, do you wonder about the race
of the killer? When you are driving and someone cuts you off, do you look
and tell yourself, “They all drive like that?” Do you wonder whether some
people got jobs because they belong to a particular group? Do you know
of people who didn’t get a job because they are different?
If you answer “yes” to any of these questions, you will at least
understand how this began in my country. The inhumanity we have
known is human. It is in our human differences that we have found reasons to
dehumanize one another.
This is what I want to tell you. We have died, we have killed because
we are like you. I am like you. Now, I am dead.
Rob Shropshire
I would be only too happy for the poem to be published in your church
magazine. When I wrote the poem, I was working as Development Coordinator,
Africa/Middle East, with the Primate's World Relief and Development
Fund of the Anglican Church of Canada. Next April 7th will be the 15th
anniversary of the start of the genocide. With warm regards, Rob.
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The Long Walk
A man and his dog were walking along the road. The man was
enjoying the scenery when it suddenly occurred to him that he was dead.
He remembered dying and that the dog walking beside him had been
dead for years. He wondered where the road was leading them.
After a while they came to a high, white stone wall along one side
of the road. It looked like fine marble. At the top of a long hill it was broken
by a tall arch that glowed in the sunlight.
When he was close enough he called out, “Excuse me, where are
we?” “This is heaven, sir,” a man answered. “Wow! Would you happen to
have some water?” the man asked. “Of course, sir. Come right in and I’ll
have some iced water brought right up.” The man gestured and the gate
began to open.
“Can my friend,” gesturing towards his dog, “come in to?” the traveller
asked. “I’m sorry, sir, but we don’t accept pets.” The man thought a
moment and then turned back towards the road and continued the way
he had been going with his dog.
After another long walk, and at the top of another long hill, he came
to a dirt road leading through a farm gate that looked as if it had never
been closed. There was no fence.
As he approached the gate he saw a man inside, leaning against a
tree and reading a book. “Excuse me,” he called to the man. “Do you
have any water?” “Yeah, sure, there’s a pump over there - come on in!”
“How about my friend here?” the traveller gestured to the dog. “There
should be a bowl by the pump.” They went through the gate, and, sure
enough, there was an old-fashioned hand-pump with a bowl beside it. The
traveller filled the water bowl and took a long drink himself. The he gave
some to the dog.
When they were full, he and the dog walked back to the man who
was standing by the tree. “What do you call this place?” the traveller
asked. “This is heaven,” he answered. “Well, that’s confusing,” the traveller
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• ‘Prayer is a simple two-way conversation between you and God.’ Billy
Graham.
• ‘Everyone prays in their own language, and there is no language that
God does not understand.’ Duke Ellington.
Some lines from one of my favourite hymns by James Montgomery:
‘Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire,
Uttered or unexpressed,
The motion of a hidden fire
That trembles in the breast.’
This hymn is number 557 in Hymns and Psalms. It is well worth reading.
If you would like more details of the prayer groups please speak to
Liz Green or myself. For the prayer list please speak to Ruth Hiprave.
Val Campion

Thank you, Lord
Lord, as the year draws to a close
Thank you for so many things;
For homes and friendships, warmth and food,
And all each new day brings.
For all the guidance and the help,
The things we have achieved,
For comfort, hope and kindness,
The healing we’ve received.
Lord, thank you for the love we share,
It grows with every day,
And, like a beacon in the dark,
Will light our future way.
Now, as the year draws to a close,
Lord, be our guard and guide,
And in the year which lies ahead
Be always by our side.
Iris Hesselden
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Prayer
More things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of’
wrote Alfred Lord Tennyson, thoughts that have echoed and re-echoed
down the ages.
Our own John Wesley said that ‘prayer can never be in excess’
and a later Methodist Minister, Edward Bounds, (1834-1913) said that
‘the little value we put on prayer is evident from the time we give to
it.’ Challenging words from the latest Tear Fund Prayer Diary, words, I
felt, that were challenging me to put a greater emphasis on my own
prayer life – take it far more seriously.

said. “The man down the road said that was
heaven, too.” “Oh, you mean the place with the
gold streets and pearly gates? Nope, that’s hell.”
“Doesn’t it make you mad for them to use
your name like that?” the traveller asked. “No,
we’re just happy that they screen out the folk who
would leave their best friends behind,” replied the man by the tree.

Olny srmat poelpe
can raed tihs.

As a church, here at Springdale, we are trying to do this with the
Prayer Teams initiative. I feel they are an encouraging start, and hope
that you may feel challenged to join with us or become part of the team of
people who have the church prayer list and endeavour to use that in their
daily prayer time. However, I believe there is so much more to do, other
ways in which we can explore the idea of prayer and praying both
together as well as on our own.

I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod
aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht I was
rdanieg. The phaonmneal pweor of
the hmuan mnid, aoccdrnig to
rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy,
it deosn't mttaer in waht oredr the
ltteers in a wrod are, the olny
iprmoatnt tihng is taht the frist and
lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae. The
rset can be a taotl mses and you
can sitll raed it wouthit a porbelm.
Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid
deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef,
but the wrod as a wlohe. Amzanig
huh? Yaeh, and I awlyas tghuhot
slpeling was ipmorantt!

In 2009 there is to be a Week of Prayer for Global Poverty, organised
by Tear Fund. This runs from Monday 23 February to Sunday 1 March.
This is the start of Lent and I hope to spend 15 minutes a day in a silent
prayer vigil in our church during that week. This will be at a set time and if
anyone would like to join me, either at Springdale or in their own home,
there will be more details later along with a prayer theme for each day.
Here are just a few of the quotes on prayer from famous people
down the centuries that I found on the Internet:
• ‘Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tyre?’ Corrie ten Boom
• ‘Prayer begins where human capacity ends.’ Marian Anderson
• ‘Work as if you were to live a hundred years. Pray as if you were to die
tomorrow.’ Benjamin Franklin.
• ‘Prayer is an invisible tool which is wielded in a visible world.’ Leo Tolstoy.
• ‘I do not pray for success. I ask for faithfulness.’ Mother Teresa of
Calcutta.
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If you can raed tihs psas it on!!

Taffy / Churches Advertising Network
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The Christmas Arrest
It was early Christmas morning, I was walking on my beat,
When I stopped this man and woman who were loitering in the street.
They had a little baby boy wrapped in swathing bands,
Asleep inside a carry-cot they carried in their hands.
I asked them several questions but their answers were the same:
She called him “Joseph Carpenter” and Mary was her name.
They did not seem to have a home or other fixed abode;
I took them to the station which was just across the road.
I searched his trouser pockets as required by the law I only found a census form and little bits of straw.
I left the woman constable to make a search of her,
And in the baby’s carry-cot was frankincense and myrrh.
They said the baby boy was theirs, but called him “Son of God”,
And said they had to hide him here away from one Herod;
We checked them in the phone book and we searched at CRO,
We fed them in the staff canteen and then we let them go.
I made an entry in my book and went to find the car,
When right above the station yard there shone an eastern star.
Angels on the telephone were ringing up the station,
And written on the message pad was, “Jesus, our Salvation”.
C S Porteous 1988

Bowls
We meet at Springdale on Mondays 2-4pm with tea and biscuits at 3pm.
If you would like to join us or are interested to see what we get up to
please come along at any time - we are not experts ( just the opposite!)
Jean Hodgson
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4 letters
Gold
Mary
Snow
Toys
Yule
5 letters
Cards
Herod
Holly
Magic
Myrrh
Santa

6 letters
Advent
Goose
Manger
Sleigh
Stable
Tinsel
7 letters
Sprouts
8 letters
Mince Pie

9 letters
Innkeeper
Mistletoe
Shepherds

Christmas Kriss Kross
Can you fit the words listed into
the grid above? Answers at back.

10 letters
Mulled Wine
Three Kings 12 letters
Carol Singing
Frankincense
11 letters
Decorations Selection Box
Fairy Lights

13 letters
Christmas Cake
16 letters
Christmas
Pudding
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