Triangle

y

“—

Spring 2009




Message from the Manse

There has been a lot of talk lately about Science and Religion: it
has been an interest of mine for a long time. The Charles Darwin anniversary
has encouraged much debate about evolution and how the world came to
be. There are many people who think that science and religion are opposed
to each other: that you cannot be both a scientist and a Christian. | think
that's wrong: | believe that science and religion are different ways of looking
at the world. They look for answers to different questions: Science asks
“How?” Religion asks “Why?”

I have always been interested in science. | regard the evidence for
the theory of evolution so strong that it is beyond serious question. | find
the quest for understanding of the processes of physics fascinating. | look
forward eagerly to the results of the experiments in the Large Hadron Collider:
will they find the elusive “Higgs boson”? | believe our fascination with the
way the world works has been implanted in us by God, who has given us
inquiring minds to explore the wonders of His creation, and to use our
discoveries to make the world a better place for His creatures. Every time
| go to the doctor or the dentist | thank God for the discoveries of science!

But the scientists will never be able to tell us why there is a universe:
it's not a scientific question: it's a religious one. | believe that God brought
the universe into being so that eventually there could be creatures in it
that could respond to Him in love. That's us! That's why we are here!

There is a practical point to all this. It's important that we have
some idea of the debate raging between Christians and those who find
our faith bewildering, unhelpful, or even harmful to progress, but | suspect
that hardly anyone comes to Christian faith because they are convinced
by logical arguments. Christianity is caught, not taught! So it is up to us to
live out our faith. We have to make sure that we are so joyful, so helpful to
others, and so positive about our trust in Jesus, that the argument about
creation seems unimportant. We have a gospel to proclaim! (H&P 465)

With Christian greetings,

Robert (Rev. Robert Ely)



Springdale Vestry News

Dear Friends,

Looking back at the Vestry News from Spring 2008 what a difference
in the weather; then there were snowdrops and daffodils in bloom and
now a year on we have been shivering from the snow and icy weather. It
has been great fun for the children with the most snow for years, but
maybe not such fun for the adults!

Once again we had a successful Christmas Fair, lots of hard work
but well worth the effort. Thank you to everyone who helped and supported
the event. We had some very interesting services throughout Advent,
Christmas and New Year. It was grand to see so many young people from
the scout and guide group. Looking back at the Vestry News from Spring
2008 what a difference at the Parade and Toy Service; they all looked so
smart in their uniforms. Toys were brought for the children at The Haven
refuge centre.

On 21 December the Junior Church Nativity Service was held in the
morning telling once again the Christmas story with its message of God’s
love for us, sending His son to be one of us. Thank you to all the children
and Junior Church leaders. On the same day during the evening we had a
meditation on Mary the mother of Jesus. This really made us think of
Mary the very young woman and how it must have been for her having to
tell Joseph and her family that she was pregnant.

Christmas Eve Carol Service was enhanced by the music from the
orchestra and was a splendid start to Christmas. On Christmas Day we
came together to celebrate Jesus’ Birthday and give thanks to God for His
wonderful gift.

On 11 January our Covenant Service was led by Robert; a very
important time of renewing our covenant with God. This was followed by a
joint service with the churches in Penn on 25 January, renewing our
covenant together. We then joined together for a faith tea; it was good to
meet in fellowship with our friends from the other churches in Penn.

We have enjoyed being led in worship by preachers from the wider



Wolverhampton Circuit and give thanks to God for their ministry to us.

We are now approaching the season of Lent when each week we
will be placing symbols on the wooden cross. We will be remembering
Christ's journey to Jerusalem, His death on the cross and the joyous
news of His resurrection on Easter Sunday when we will cover the cross
with flowers.

This will be my last vestry news. | would like to thank all the stewards
for their support and advice throughout my year as Senior Steward. | have
found it a challenging and very interesting time and feel very privileged to
have been a member of the team. | must also thank Dennis and Bernard
for standing in for David while he has been away in Sweden. Barbara
Mead will be Senior Steward from May 2009.

As we give our praise and thanks to God may we continue to serve
Him in any way he calls us to. Love and best wishes to you all.

Barbara Beynon

Gospel Ash Vestry News

As expected we were hit by the weather and had to cancel the Coffee
Morning which means that we missed two sessions - in January the first
Thursday of the month fell on New Years Day, and in February the snow
came with a vengeance. In the ten years of our being we have missed
very few so we are sorry to those who were disappointed. We are back as
usual from 5 March - we look forward to seeing you.

The severe weather conditions did affect our Sunday services a
little - illness and traveling takes its toll. Lat Sunday (15 February) we
were compensated by the visit of the Codsall Men’s Choir. It was a great
occasion and gave us the congregation we like to see. The singing was
truly in the Spirit and very good but the fellowship engendered will remain
with us for a long time. Sometime after Easter we shall be with them again
for the Annual Skittles Evening - | think this year we travel to Codsall.

We have seen one or two changes in our church life since the last



time | wrote for Triangle. At the Annual Church Council we received the
retirement of Ven from the office of Church Steward. Ven is a faithful servant
of Christ in his Church and has brought a special grace to the vestry as co
-steward with Roy. He is still busy with the other work he does and we
express our gratitude to him as we do to Nora who works very hard in the
outreach side of our church life. At the meeting we were glad to receive
Ona’s nomination to the vestry. By this time she is well established in this
work alongside Roy.

After the church service just before Christmas we said our special
thanks to Joyce Hughes for her ministry at the keyboard (which she has
now mastered brilliantly) and we marked her faithful service over the year.
At the same time we said a special thanks to Ona for her cleaning of the
church week by week and the many other jobs she tackles. | personally
want to speak of Tom Butler who is like a “Father in God” to us all. He has
a very busy life in the affairs of the Circuit and along with the team has
done a wonderful work in bringing the Circuits together. At Gospel Ash he
is so caring and thoughtful for the work and the membership that he has
become a rock of foundations for us all. Of course, alongside Tom, | must
say of Roy that he and Tom together have been a strength and stay for
the life of Gospel Ash.

As | reflect on the work done | see the body of the congregation as a
team and equally committed and | just thank and praise God for each member.

Looking ahead there are events to which we invite all Triangle
readers:

Good Friday - we join with Holy Cross Bobbington for an evening
Mediation for Good Friday at 7.30pm.

Overseas Missions Concert - Saturday 25 April - once again we
have the pleasure of the Shortheath Singers giving the programme - always
good and enjoyable.

Life in the new Circuit is proving to be a joy and a blessing. We
have been glad to receive preachers from the former “other Circuits” and
found their ministry helpful. Congratulations to them for finding their way
to this “outpost” of this very large Wolverhampton Circuit.

Bill Stubbs



Springdale Pastoral News

As | write this can we say Spring is on its way?! After the winter
weather we have endured recently we can indeed see signs of Spring and
the wonder of God’s creation.

On Sunday 28 December we welcomed the families and friends of
Dylan Antony Cleaver and Jason Andrew James Harris for baptism - we
pray God will bless these little ones and their families.

Many of our older members are unable to get out - Em Jones is not
too well, and Mary Davies at the time of writing this is in hospital undergoing
tests - we do remember all who are not well or have concerns for family.
The Lord knows these situations, and we ask that he will be with each
and everyone in their situations.

We send our love and sympathy to Debbie and Phil Dorricott and
family on the recent death of Phil's father.

Some of our young people will have to make big decisions regarding
their future education - we trust that they will be guided in the right direction.

Our love and best wishes to any who have had a birthday or
celebration in the last three months. Special “Congratulations” to Geoff
Race and Madge Scrivens who have both celebrated their BIG 90!

May God bless and keep each and everyone of us in his care.

Gwyneth M Wade Pastoral Secretary

Wombourne Pastoral News

Another Christmas has been celebrated and almost two months of
the new year 2009 have passed and soon we will be experiencing Lent in
preparation for Easter when our Lord gave his life for us. May | take this
opportunity of wishing you all a happy and peaceful 2009.



Just before Christmas we commemorated the life of one of our
members, Phyllis Wheakley, and we ask God to bless all her family in
their sorrow. We remember all those others who have been bereaved
recently and ask for God’s blessings on them.

It is with joy that Paul Hughes and Steven Rock returned home
safely from service in Afghanistan. We thank God for them and for all in
the armed forces.

Many of our members and friends have been in hospital and many
are receiving ongoing treatment. We ask you to bless Lynn Nicholls, Bill
Moorhouse, Audrey Harris, Judy Mellings, John Philpott, Graham Worrall,
John Pike, Edna Fellowes, Les Knight, and all others in need, and restore
them to full health.

On 10 February a sister for twins Ella and Isaac was born to Julia
and Andrew Nock. We look forward to getting to know the newborn at
“Prayers and Bears”. May God be close to the family and guide them in all
they do.

To any who have celebrated a special birthday or anniversary
recently, we ask that you be blessed by God. Special wishes we send to
Doreen Pike and Carries Waterfield.

We ask God to continue to bless Robert and Teresa and thank him
for their safe return from Ghana.

We look forward to our Lay Witness Weekend in March entitled
“Living in God’s Love”. We pray that the Holy Spirit will inspire and
encourage us to be fully involved. Together, with God, great things can
happen.

Finally, to all our housebound friends - may you know that you are
missed and remembered. God bless you all.

Carole Walker Pastoral Secretary



The Unseen Church?

There is much talk and concern these days, including in the Methodist
Recorder, about the small and ever declining numbers of those who attend
services and also groups such as prayer meetings and Bible study
sessions. On the other hand such groups as Wives groups and various
interest-orientated groups are well attended and flourishing. Moreover,
there are many other Community activities in which church members take
part, alongside others, which show a concern for people and a willingness
to help in a positive way. These may include charities support groups,
lunch and groups, Rotary etc. How inclusively do we draw our circle when
describing people of groups as Christian? There are some who would
take a quite definite and exclusive view. Others are all embracing, perhaps
qguoting Wesley, “Christ died for all”.

The fact remains that in our churches there is a divide between
those who are faith-orientated to the extent that they seek to live as good
and loving members of society and those who feel the need and desire to
worship regularly and learn more about the God they believe in. Perhaps
more bridges of understanding need to be built. Learning from one another
may be the way forward, so that we can talk amicably.

Cathy Anderson
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A Dieter’s Prayer

Give me strength, O Lord | pray - @
Help me make it through the day.

Deliver me from snacks and sweets, @

@ Keep my mind off high cal treats.
@ Tempt me not with French cuisines,
@ Bid me flee soft drinks machines.
Turn my eyes from ice-cream bars,
@ Stay my hand from biscuit jars.

Till I'm back in shape again,

i\\
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Hang on in there with me - Amen. .3
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Evening Worship

What should happen at evening worship? Should it be very similar
to the morning, for those who either cannot come then, or prefer to come
in the evening? Is it an opportunity to do something different? Or do those
who come in the evening prefer a traditional form of worship, so that different
things are better done in the morning? This discussion has been going on
for a long time! | am encouraged by the number of people who do come in
the evening, both at Springdale and at Wombourne, even in the winter;
but the questions do not go away.

The two churches are not the same! So the suggestions are not the
same either. At Wombourne we have in the past held what we have
called “Sanctuary” services in Advent and Lent. The idea came out of the
realisation that not everyone feels full of jollity as Christmas approaches,
and that many might value a quieter more reflective service both then and
in Lent, designed to focus on the true meaning of the season. This was
never intended to be sad or mournful, but a service where readings and
music, rather than a sermon, lead us into worship. This Lent we are planning
three such services, on 8. 22 and 29 March. As “Sanctuary” is not a word
that conveys the idea in our minds to everyone, we are now calling them
“Reflective” services. Do please come: they will be led by members of the
church, including me on 29 March. No one will be asked to do anything
they prefer not to do, although there may be opportunities to join in.

At Springdale | have introduced the idea of including a time of
discussion into the time usually filled by the sermon. | was pleased by the
positive response to this, although | was not surprised that not everyone
was entirely happy with the plan. | do not intend to make a habit of this,
but | do propose to repeat the idea occasionally.

The aim of all this is to help us to worship God with all our hearts
and souls and minds and bodies. This is the first and foremost privilege
and joy of the church: it is our prime purpose. | believe we need to find
ways of enabling us to do that, without being diverted into gimmicks or
stuck in a rut. Do let me know what you think about these plans: | hope
you will be able to support them, and find them helpful.

Robert Ely
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Northumberland

Northumberland is a wonderful county to explore. It has country-
side, moorland, sea, lovely beaches, castles, gardens, big houses and
estates. There is lots to see .Who wouldn’t be impressed driving the tidal
road to Holy Island? The sheep wandering all over the place, lots of birds
singing, wonderful blue sea (especially as the sun was shining on our
visit). A small community live here which is isolated as an island twice a
day. It's so peaceful here, so relaxing. We walked from the car park to
Lindisfarne Castle. A fair trek.

The castle was converted into an Edwardian house in 1903. It's
only a small residence but has spectacular views of sea and land. Well
worth the climb up the steps. The enclosed garden viewed from the castle
is The Gertrude Jekyll Garden, planned by the lady herself, a friend of
Edwin Lutyens, owner of the Castle. The herbaceous borders were a
mass of colour and perfume, busy with insects, but protected from wandering
sheep. The time passed quickly, we had no time to wander round the village
or Priory as we had to cross the tidal road before it was too late.

Jackie Neilson

The Angel of the North

“The Angel” is an awesome sight, it's situated off the Al at Gateshead,
and is absolutely enormous (with such a small head). Although there are
houses on one side the Angel is sited on a green mound with a wonderful
view of the surrounding countryside. When we visited there was a party of
schoolchildren drawing it, and people (including us) trying to fit this huge
statue in the lens of our camera, which was a tricky task. All ages of people
were milling around “its feet” to have their pictures taken beneath it, many
with arms outstretched mimicking the Angel. Its foundations are deeper
than its height, 20 metres high (as 5 storey building) 54 metres wing span
(wide as a jumbo jet), foundations 22 metres deep. All the work of
Anthony Gormley.

Jackie Neilson
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Friendship

Oh, the comfort,
The inexpressible comfort,
Of feeling safe with a person;
Having nether to weigh thoughts nor measure words,
But pour them all out, just as they are,
chaff and grain together,
Knowing that a faithful hand will take and sift them,

keep what is worth keeping,

And then with the breath of kindness,
blow the rest away.
George Elliot

@\
@
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Methodism in Wolverhampton and Bilston

(Part 4)
Donald H Ryan

In this final overview of Methodism in Wolverhampton and Bilston |
have given outline histories of the churches and their predecessors in the
new Wolverhampton Circuit. The Wolverhampton circuit was formed
when the Darlington Street, Bilston and Trinity Methodist Circuits united in
September 2008.

Beckminster Birches Barn Road, Wolverhampton

When the foundation stone for Beckminster Church was laid on 21
May 1925 and the church was opened on 10 June 1926 it was not the
beginning of Methodist witness in Penn Fields and Bradmore but a
continuation and extension of the work which had started there many
years earlier. On the 1826 Wesleyan Circuit plan Penn has a service on
Sundays at 6pm. On the 1830 Wolverhampton Wesleyan Open Air
Preaching Plan for May to September, the Superintendent Minister Rev
Corbett Cooke, his colleague Rev Isaac Denison along with a number of
local preachers were planned to preach in the open air in Bloomsbury on
Sundays at 9am. Years later there was an open-air mission in Pountney
Street which met with success and a wooden hut was erected in Pountney
Street. The mission was placed on the circuit plan. Although it was called
Bloomsbury the locals called it ‘the salt box’. The first class leaders were
Mr T Perks, Mr John Ward and Mr T Moreton. The ‘salt box’ was hot in
summer, cold in winter and when it rained the congregation got wet. This
situation could not continue so it was decided to build a new chapel. Mr
David North gave to the church a plot of land in Mander Street and gave
money to the building fund. The chapel was built and later it was extended. A
piece of land next to the chapel was purchased which gave access to
Penn Road and the chapel was then renamed Penn Road Wesleyan
Chapel. In 1883 the Penn Road Chapel organised cottage meetings in
Bradmore in the homes of Mrs W Wellings, Miss Ann Wellings and Mr &
Mrs Griffiths. The meetings flourished and it became clear that a chapel
was needed. In 1898 the Trinity Wesleyan Church Wesley Guild took over
the responsibility for the cottage meetings. In 1899 it was decided to lease
a disused smithy which stood on the ground that is now Bradmore Arms
car park. It was opened on 25 April 1899 as the Bradmore Wesleyan Mission.
Soon the Mission was too small to accommodate the congregation so in
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1904 a subscription list was opened to build a new building in Bradmore.
In 1907 the Bradmore Wesleyan Chapel was opened. Eventually it was
decided to unite the Penn Road Chapel and the Bradmore Chapel in a
new building. The Penn and Bradmore Chapels met together for the first
time for the Christmas Services in 1925 in the new school room. They
transferred to the new Beckminster church in June 1926. The Penn Road
Chapel was sold to the Wolverhampton Rotary Club who used it as the
Central Boys Club. The Bradmore Chapel was sold to the Wolverhampton
Council and it is still in use as the Bradmore Community Centre. On 5
January 1975 the wheel had come full-circle when Trinity Methodist
Church, Compton Road closed and around 50 members transferred to
Beckminster Church. Trinity Wesleyan Church, Compton Road, was the
inspiration of Mrs G B Thorneycroft who in 1862 promoted the idea of a
new church. For over 100 years Trinity Wesleyan Church spearheaded
many ventures of Christian witness including the beginning of Beckminster
Wesleyan Church.

Bilston, Lewis Street, Bilston

The first Wesleyan Chapel was opened in Temple Street (Loxdale’s
Chapel) in 1787. As the congregation grew it became necessary to
enlarge the premises in 1812. In 1823 a new larger chapel was built on
land bought from the Loxdale family in Swan Bank. A unique feature of
this chapel is that it was the first building in Bilston to be lit by gas. In 1825
a school building was built. In the same year the Primitive Methodists opened
their first chapel in Bilston. The preacher at the 1** Anniversary was Hugh
Bourne the founder of Primitive Methodism. In 1841 The Primitive Methodists
opened a new chapel in High Street, Bilston and later extended their ministry
when they opened Cold Lanes Chapel — Bunkers Hill. High Street closed
in December 1962 and joined Swan Bank to form the Bilston Methodist
Church. Bunkers Hill closed and joined Bilston Methodist Church in 1966.
In 1883 a Sunday Evening service and a Sunday School was started in a
Public House in Temple Street. In 1892 they moved to a hay loft which
was known as the ‘Ragged School'. In 1901 the work moved to the
Wesleyan Mission which was opened in Temple Street. This continued
until 1969 when the mission closed and joined Bilston Methodist Church.
In 1862 Swan Bank Church opened a ‘Ragged School’ in a warehouse
loaned by Joseph Sankey in Stonefield. When the premises became too
small a schoolroom was built in 1866 and was known as the Stonefield
Mission until it closed in 1954. Ladymoor Wesleyan chapel opened in
1849 in Highfields Road. Following problems caused by ‘undermining’ a
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new chapel was built in 1903 in Withy Road. It closed in 1976 when most
of the congregation united with Bilston Methodist Church. In 1883 the
Methodist New Connexion, later known as the United Methodist Church
opened a church in Oxford Street which continued until about 1939 when
its members joined Swan Bank Methodist Church or other churches in the
area.

Bradley, Hall Green Street, Bilston

The beginnings of the present church are found in 4 Bradley Methodist
Churches. The oldest foundation is Wesley which seems to have started
life in a room over two wash houses. In 1766 the young iron master John
Wilkinson bought Bradley Manor and immediately build a furnace which
was to be an important development of the Industrial Revolution in South
Staffordshire. In October 1772 he wrote to Matthew Boulton, the Birmingham
industrialist saying that he had perfected the use of coal in the furnace.
Around 1783 the meeting room had become too small for the congregation
so the Wesleyans prayed that ‘Squire Wilkinson’ would build them a
chapel. At one of the meetings Isaiah Turley, a leading Local Preacher
and one of John Wilkinson’s foremen told the meeting to be confident and
not to lose heart. He promised that he would speak to Mr Wilkinson about
their proposed new chapel. When Isaiah Turley met with the Iron Master,
Wilkinson'’s reply was not encouraging. Isaiah reminded his master that
the Methodists who worked for him were fine workmen. Eventually Wilkinson
said he would cast them an iron pulpit. Turley replied that they needed a
chapel to put it in. Several days after this conversation Wilkinson called
Turley into his office and said that not only would he cast them an iron
pulpit but that he would give them iron window frames, pillars, an iron roof,
doors and everything else that could be made of iron, even the doorstep.
John Wilkinson did more than he had promised because he instructed his
draughtsmen to draw up plans for the chapel and to superintend the erection
without any expense to the trustees. This chapel was known as the ‘Cast
metal meeting house’ and was the forerunner of iron-framed buildings.
The second chapel was Hill Street which was opened in 1853 as a
Wesleyan Reform Chapel and which later became part of the United
Methodist Denomination. The next was the Primitive Methodist Chapel in
Shropshire Row later known as Salop Street which opened around 1846.
The Primitive Methodists also opened a chapel in Vernon Street, Daisy
Bank. When this suffered from ‘undermining’ it was replaced by a second
chapel and Sunday school on the corner of Hall Green Street and Hilly
Street in 1892 The present Bradley Methodist Church is on the site of the

14



former Wesley Church in Hall Green Street.

Brewood, School Road

In the 1851 Gazetteer and Directory of Staffordshire it tells us that
there is a Wesleyan Chapel in Coven but none in Brewood. This is only
partly true. There may not have been a Wesleyan Chapel but Brewood
was on the Wolverhampton Wesleyan Circuit Plan in 1824 and possibly
earlier. Although the existing Chapel records only go back to 1876 Methodism
was introduced to Brewood in 1745 by George Whitefield's preachers. An
early Methodist convert in the village was George Burder who was the
first registered Nonconformist preacher in the village. Later he became a
Congregational Minister. In the 1820’s a number of houses in Brewood
were registered for dissenters’ meeting. It is probable that at least one of
these was a Wesleyan Society. John Smith (the son) of Coven held cottage
meetings in Brewood and it would be these that are on the Circuit plan.
Eventually they seemed to have opened or used a school room for thirty
or more years. The present chapel was built in 1868 and in 1877 it was
enlarged. In 2007 the chapel was remodelled. In 1831 the house of William
and George Hollands was registered as a meeting house and was probably
used by the Primitive Methodists. William was a plate lock maker and a
Primitive Methodist.

Codsall Trinity, Histons Hill

A house in Codsall Wood was registered in 1791 for dissenting
worship and it was probably for the Methodists. The Wesleyans were
holding services in Kingswood in the 1820’s. In 1823 William Hackett a
Wesleyan Local Preacher and Evangelist from Bilston held an open air
meeting in Codsall and was attacked by a mob led by the village constable.
On returning to Bilston he secured from the curate a document which
read ‘I, William Leigh, clerk, one of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for
the County of Stafford, do hereby certify that William Hackett, of the township
of Bilston, did this day appear before me, and did make and subscribe the
several oaths and declarations specified in an Act made in the fifty-
second year of the reign of King George the Third, intituled ‘An Act to re-
peal certain Acts and amend other Acts relating to religious worship and
assemblies, and persons teaching and preaching therein. Witness my
hand this 5™ day of July, 1823'. Armed with the licence William Hackett
returned to Codsall and when the constable and his supporters started to
disrupt the meeting the licence was produced. The constable withdrew

and from that day onwards preacher Hackett was allowed to hold his
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meetings uninterrupted. In the same year the Primitive Methodists were
active in Codsall and built a chapel in 1825 which was situated east of the
crossroads. This chapel was leased by the Wesleyans and it appears on
the Wolverhampton Wesleyan plan on 26 July 1840. The cause closed
down in 1873. In 1872 a group of Free Churchmen meeting at Codsall
decided to build a chapel which would be open to all nonconformists. Trinity
Free Church was built in 1873 and opened in 1874 on the corner of
Broadway and Chapel Lane. They had no minister until 1936 when Rev
Donald MacMillan, a minister in the South Africa Methodist Church, was
appointed. In 1951 Rev Walter C Chrimes who had just retired from being
the Superintendent of the Wolverhampton Trinity Methodist Circuit was
invited to become the minister. He held this appointment until 1957. In
1956 the church joined the Wolverhampton Trinity Circuit and in 1967 the
congregation moved to the present church when eventually the former
chapel was demolished.

Coven, Lawn Lane

The Smith family of Coven were Wesleyans. Before the chapel was
built in Coven they attended Noah’s Ark Wesleyan Chapel. The Smiths
gave overnight hospitality to the Wesleyan preachers as they travelled
between Stafford and Wolverhampton. In the Wolverhampton Wesleyan
Registers on 8 February1793, Joseph, the son of John and Ann Smith,
Locksmith of Coven is baptised. Again on 17 June 1799 John, the son of
John and Ann Smith is baptised and on 3 January 1804 Sarah the daughter
of John and Ann Smith is baptised. The next generation also have their
children baptised. In the register on 29 December 1822 Jane daughter of
John and Elizabeth Smith, Locksmith of Coven is baptised. Also on 4 May
1824 Mary is baptised and on 25 July 1826 John is baptised. On 11 December
1830 Charles son of Joseph and Susannah, butcher of Coven is baptised.
On 3 May 1836 Mary, daughter of John and Joanna, Farmer, of Coven is
baptised. Grandfather John was not only a lockmaker but also became a
prosperous farmer. He and later his son John were Wesleyan Local
Preachers. In the early days John Smith held services in his cottage and
later in the large room in his warehouse. Coven is on the Wesleyan Circuit
plan of 1814 and possibly on earlier plans. John Smith, the son, gave land
for a Wesleyan chapel to be built in Lawn Lane. If it seems unlikely that a
locksmith could give such a generous gift this John Smith was more than
a locksmith. He opened the Village Foundry on the corner of Brewood
Road and Lawn Lane which built steam locomotives for use in mines and
ironworks. He also built steam ploughing and thrashing machines. It is
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said that the Wesleyans met in the upper floor of his foundry. In 1826
there is a chapel registered for Protestant Dissenters by John Bell. This
was the first Wesleyan chapel in the village. There is a reference in the
Directory of Staffordshire in 1834 that there is a Wesleyan Chapel. In
June 1839 the present chapel was built with money raised locally and a
grant from the Wesleyan Centenary Fund. The Wesleyans flourished and
in 1814 they bought a piece of land at the corner of Brewood Road and
Lawn Lane. After much fund raising they opened the present Sunday
School was in 1925.

Cranmer, New Hampton Road West

As the population of Wolverhampton grew so did Methodism. On
the Wolverhampton Wesleyan Circuit plan on 4 May appears for the first
time under the Home Mission Section Whitmore Reans. In that year a
chapel was built on the present site. In 1885 The Wesleyan Wolverhampton
Circuit ‘Extension Scheme’ was launched and raised £15.000. The money
was spent on new chapels and extensions. One of the new chapels was
in Newhampton Road and was opened in 1885 to replace the earlier
chapel on the same site. The Sunday School was built on Coleman Street
in 1900. The large gothic church with spires was closed in 1979 and the
congregation worshipped in the Coleman Street Sunday School until
1992. In February 1992 the present octagonal church was opened on the
original site. The congregation transferred from Coleman Street and the
Sunday School buildings were closed. The Church has been known as
Whitmore Reans, Newhampton Road, and Cranmer. When and why the
names have changed is unknown but it seems to have been renamed in
the late 1920's.

Darlington Street, Wolverhampton

In the 1740’s Wesleyans were holding cottage services in Wolverhampton
but it was not until 1762 that they built their first Preaching House in Rottens
Row (now Broad Street). The congregation grew in numbers and in 1878
they built Noah’s Ark Chapel close to the Inn of the same name in
Wheeler's Fold, off Lichfield Street. Eventually these premises became
too small and they opened a Chapel of Ease. In 1825 they opened the
‘New Church’ in Darlington Street. This building was lengthened in 1849
by 20 feet and 2 vestries were added and again it was extended in 1859.
As part of the Circuit Expansion Scheme of 1885 the Darlington Street
Lecture Hall and Vestries were built. By the end of the 19™ century the

church was in urgent need of renewal and £8000 was raised by the members
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and a grant was made from the Wesleyan Twentieth Century Fund. During
the building of the church the congregation worshipped in the Wolverhampton
Agricultural Hall. The memorial stones of the present Church building
were laid in February 1900 and the building was opened on 29 October
1901. The project cost £18000. The church was extensively refurbished in
1953 and 1975.

East Park, Brooklands Parade,

When, on the 20 July 1957 East Park Methodist Church was
opened it was the fulflment of a vision and the drawing together of
strands of Methodist witness in the area. In the 1850’s the Swan Gardens
Primitive Methodist Society held Sunday Evening services in St Matthew’s
Church Sunday School Building in Swan Gardens. In 1897 the Society
decided to raise money for a new building. In 1923 The Willenhall Road
Primitive Methodist Chapel was built. It was a wooden building part of
which is still used by the Salvation Army. When it was known that the
Moseley Village Methodist Chapel had to close because its structure was
unsafe it was decided that the two societies should join together and plan
for a new church. In 1872 The Methodist New Connexion built a ‘Tin
Chapel’ in Chapel Street, Moseley Village (now Tyburn Road, Deansfield).
The Deans Road War Memorial stands opposite where the chapel used
to be. In the early years the congregation was made up of miners and
their families. When on 6 October 1956 County Alderman A G B Owen
CBE laid the foundation stone for the new East Park Church the vision
became a reality. In July 1968 Mount Zion decided to close its premises in
Horseley Fields and unite with East Park Church. The congregation was
enriched by the transfer of members from Mount Zion and the money they
brought with them paid for the much needed new hall. Mount Zion was a
Methodist New Connexion Church which started in 1810 in what is now
Railway Street. In 1829 the church moved to larger premises in Horseley
Fields. These were rebuilt in 1867. On 2 July 1968 the final service was
held at Mount Zion and the following Sunday they joined the East Park
congregation.

Fallings Park, Wimborne Road, Wolverhampton

In 1878 Mr George Cope, who had been a soldier, left the army
and became a baker. He was also a Methodist New Connexion Local
Preacher. George Cope was concerned when Heath Town Wesleyan
Chapel closed down its Mission Chapel in Heath Town Church Street.

George Cope tried to persuade the Mount Zion Methodist New Connexion
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Church in Horseley Fields to take over the Mission in this rough area of
Wolverhampton. The meeting was anxious about the expense of such a
venture and did not back Cope’s proposal. Cope’s vision was not dimmed
and in the winter 1878/79 he opened a Methodist Society in a house in
Prestwood Road. The Methodist New Connexion Circuit relented and
agreed in October 1879 that Prestwood Road should be placed on the
plan. George Cope baptised Ellin Mattox in 1880. In 1885 the Misson was
transferred to Copes bakery at 29 Church Street. As the Mission prospered it
became clear that a mission hall was needed. In 1906 land was bought
for a new Mission Hall on the corner of Prestwood Road and Bushbury
Road. With great foresight they decided in 1907 to accept an offer to buy
a site on the corner of Bushbury Road and Thorneycroft Lane from Sir
Richard Paget. On the 5 September 1908 Bethesda wooden chapel was
opened. In 1936 Mr Harry Griffiths and Mr Geoffrey Hall gave land in
Wimbourne Road for a new church. This church was built in a modified
Spanish style and opened on 22 October 1936. Bethesda chapel was
moved onto the Wimborne Road site and used as Sunday School
accommodation and also for the Uniformed organisations until it was set
on fire by vandals in 1981. A Church Hall was added in 1960 and the centenary
was celebrated in 1979 with the building of the Centenary Hall for the use
of the Uniformed Organisations. In 1965 Springfield Methodist Church,
Vernon Street, which had been built in 1885 as part of a Circuit Expansion
Scheme closed and some of its members along with some of the proceeds of
the sale transferred to Fallings Park. The money was used to extend the
school premises and added a fellowship room known as The Springfield
Room.

Fordhouses Stafford Road

In 1936 Ernest Bishop, a member of Bethesda Methodist Chapel
which was on the corner of Waterloo Road and Staveley Road, which is
now the car park for The Goal Post pub, made a passionate plea at the
Darlington Street Circuit Quarterly Meeting for a Methodist Church to be
built in Fordhouses. Later Mr William S Kidson a Local Preacher and
Businessman promised to donate a plot of land he owned in Fordhouses
for a new Methodist Chapel. He also offered to co-ordinate the appeal for
funds and to act as the treasurer. The Circuit Quarterly meeting accepted
the offer and appointed another Local Preacher, Mr Frank Birch, to design
a ‘Dual Purpose’ building. Mr Arthur Griffiths was given the contract. The
church was opened on 25 July 1940. Mr Kidson died a few months before
the church was opened so his widow was invited to performed the ceremony.
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In 1969 the Rev Gareth Crossley ,who had been minister at Fordhouses,
left Methodism to become the minister of the independent church in Retreat
Street which later transferred to West Park Chapel, Connaught Road. The
Rev Gordon Wilson became the minister and undertook the responsibility
to coordinate the new building. The present Church, which was an extension
of the existing building, was opened on Advent Sunday 28 November 1971.

Gospel Ash, Gospel Ash Road, Bobbington

In 1827 the house of John Southall of Gospel Ash was registered
for Protestant worship. In the same year Gospel Ash appeared on the
Dudley Wesleyan Circuit Plan. Later the Methodists met in the home of
Mr John Hughes. On one occasion so many people came that they could
not all get into the house. The preacher shouted “Praise the Lord, there is
room upstairs, and | will speak loud so that all can hear the Gospel”. The
first chapel was opened in 1830 on land given by Mr John Southall. It was
a plain building open to the roof slates. It had 5 pews seating 4 people in
each and plain forms for 40 other people. There was no stove, lamps, or
musical instrument. By 1860 the only members were Mr John Southall,
Jane Wood and Richard Smallman. By 1870 the small society had improved
to such an extent that the members were able to raise money to put in
new pews, install a plaster ceiling and build a small vestry. When they
started to hold evening services they provided a tea after the afternoon
service. This became so popular that they had to put up extra tables in
the chapel. (This chapel was in use as a cow shed until recently). It was
soon realized that a new chapel was needed. Thomas Bowen of Blakelands
gave land for a new chapel on Gospel Ash Road. After much enthusiastic
fund raising the present building was opened on 21 July 1884. Recently
the building has been refurbished and new additions have been made
which have upgraded the kitchen, toilet and Fellowship room.

Hurst Hill, Hurst Road, Bilston

The church is one of the oldest Methodist churches in the circuit. It
began in the 1790’s and was known as Can Lane on the early Circuit
Plans. It was cared for by the ministers of Noah’s Ark Wesleyan chapel in
Wolverhampton. The original chapel was built around 1798 opposite the
present church. The present imposing and attractive early Victorian listed
building was built in 1864 and the church interior is still intact from that
date. There are archives in existence from 1840.
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Lanesfield, Laburnum Road, Wolverhampton

The origins of the present church started with Methodist worship
and fellowship in Mary Miles’ cottage in Virgin’s Row in the 1820’s and
1830’s. The first Church was built in Spring Road in 1834. This was replaced
in 1849. The first church served as the Sunday school until 1909. To meet
the needs of the ever growing population the present church was built in
1961 in Laburnum Road. When, in 1988, Ettingshall George Street Church
closed some of their members joined Lanesfield. Ettingshall George Street
was started around 1804 when Samuel Wilkinson addressed the hostile people in
the area. He appealed to the Wesleyan Conference for funds to build a chapel
and he received the encouraging reply “If a chapel were needed anywhere it
must be in Hell Lane on the way to Sodom.” As a result the chapel was
built in 1806. A Sunday school was started which quickly grew in numbers
and became the talk of the area. This chapel was replaced in 1830 but because
of ‘undermining’ it too had to be replaced in 1842 with a new chapel, Sunday
school and caretaker’'s house on the corner of John Street and George
Street. These buildings too became unsafe and had to be rebuilt in 1883.

Rakegate Renton Grove,

Before Rake Gate estate was built, farm land extended from Stafford
Road to the canal. Part of the land had been a sewage farm. Marsh Lane
is a reminder of the condition of the ground. The farmer laid down rakes,
a type of gate over which the carts could traverse over the marsh. Hence
the name Rakegate. On 17 February 1952 Fred and Kathleen Cochran
opened a Sunday school, with Hazel, their 13 year old daughter as pianist.
On the first day 8 children sat in their lounge at 83 Probert Road. The
Sunday school was so successful that they had to have 2 sessions on a
Sunday morning. The numbers continued to increase and on 13 September
1953 the Sunday school moved to the Dining Room of Rake Gate Infants
School where soon there were over 400 pupils on the register. At an open
meeting organised under auspices of the Wolverhampton Free Church
Council and held on 3 June 1954 the people of the estate came to discuss
the Sunday school’s future. Unexpectedly a lady asked if a weekly service
for adults could be run. This was agreed and the first service was held on
12 September 1954 in the school when over 70 people turned up. The
Wolverhampton Free Church Council invited the member churches to
sponsor the cause. Trinity Methodist Circuit responded. The members of
Rakegate held a meeting to decide if they should remain an independent
church or become a Methodist Church. They voted unanimously to become a
Methodist Church and asked the Trinity Circuit to receive them as a
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church in their circuit. At a service on 3 April 1955 43 members were received
into Methodist Membership and on 6 June 1955 the Circuit meeting. held
at Springdale. welcomed the new Society into the Circuit. Grants were
sought, donations were received and money was raised for a church and
on 8 September 1956 the foundation stones were laid. On 13 April 1957
the church was opened by Kathleen Cochran. By 1998 it was realized that
a new building was needed and from February 1998 for a year the church
met in the Rake Gate School. The new church was opened 4 April 1999.

St Andrew’s,United Reformed/Methodist Church, Bilston Street, Sedgley

The early beginning of Congregationalism in Sedgley is uncertain
but it probably started when the vicar of Sedgley, Rev Joseph Eccleshall,
B.A., Cantab., was ejected from the parish church of All Saints, Sedgley
because he refused to sign the ‘Act of Uniformity’ on ‘Black’ St Bartholomew's
day 24 August 1662. The Congregationalist Stephen Wilkes of Sedgley
Hall, a nail factor in the 1830’s, held nonconformist services in his home.
In 1844 he paid for a school to be built in Castle Street which also served
as a chapel. In 1857 he gave land and £1,000 towards the building of the
present church which cost £2,000. St Andrew’s foundation stone was laid
in March 1857 and it opened for worship as a Congregational Church in
October of the same year. The Sedgley Wesleyan cause was started by
the open-air preaching of William Hackett of Bilston and other Local
Preachers. John Hall, a coffee mill maker of Bilston Street opened his
home for Wesleyan worship and fellowship. The Wesleyans in 1849 built
a Chapel in Bilston Street. The building was used by the Sedgley Christian
Fellowship which has since closed. In 1904 the Wesleyans moved when
they bought the old Temperance Hall and Ragged School in High Street.
After protracted discussions The Sedgley United Reformed Church and
the High Street Methodist Church united. A service of union was held at
St. Andrew's on October 3 1970.

St John’s, Wolverhampton Road East, Parkfield, Wolverhampton

Turf cutting for the new St John’s Methodist Church, Parkfield, took
place on 22 July 1961 and was performed by three young ladies- Jane
Hewitt, Joyce Cox and Norma Venables. The church was opened on 18
August 1962. This was both a new start and a continuation of Methodist
witness in the area that had its origins in 1825 when a house in Goldthorn
Hill was registered on 30 August for Protestant Dissenters by Rev Thomas
Aston the Wesleyan Superintendent Minister. The Society appears on the

Wesleyan Circuit Plan from 1824. This house was on Goldthorn Hill Road,
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nearly opposite the Fighting Cocks Inn. In 1829 the Society moved from
this house to the home of Mr Joseph Dainty, a charter-master and butty
collier, in Parkfield Road. Goldthorn Hill continued to be a Society on the
Circuit plan until it was replace by the Blakenhall Wesleyan Chapel in
1838. On the 1830 Wolverhampton Wesleyan Circuit Open Air Plan there
are services at Green Lane. On the 1831 Circuit plan there is a Society at
Green Lane. This met in the home of Mr William Cooper in Double Buildings
until 1839 when it was replaced by the Blakenhall Wesleyan Chapel. The
Blakenhall Chapel in Dudley Road was opened in 1839 by Rev Thomas
Moss, a former minister. One of the first trustees was Joseph Dainty. The
building became unsafe in 1880 and it was decided to look for land on
which to build a new chapel. In 1884 land was bought in Knox Road, but
as it was considered unsuitable it was sold and land was bought in Ranelagh
Road. The Ranelagh Road Wesleyan chapel was built and opened on the
17 May 1886. The Sunday school continued in the old building until 1889
when it was sold and a new Sunday school building was erected next to
the chapel. Bethel Primitive Methodist Chapel started its life in Derry
Street. In 1860 the Bethel Primitive Methodist Chapel was built on the
corner of Dudley Road. In 1895 a Sunday school building was erected
behind the chapel in Derry Street. When the 1893 Pountney Street
Wesleyan Mission, on the corner of Thomas Street closed in 1950 some
of the members joined Bethel Chapel whilst others joined Ranelagh Road
Chapel. When in 1955 the roof of the Bethel Chapel became unsafe the
Society joined Ranelagh Road Methodist Church. Parkfield Primitive
Methodist Chapel began life in the home of Mr and Mrs Meacham in
Seven House Row. With the gift of bricks from Washbourn'’s brickyard on
Parkfield Road, the men of the society decided to build with their own labour a
Primitive Methodist Chapel in Parkfield Road. The Sunday School was
added in 1858. The chapel was in the Bilston Primitive Methodist Circuit
under the pastoral care of the Rev George Anderson but in 1916 it was
transferred to the Wolverhampton No 2 Primitive Methodist Circuit under
the pastoral care of Rev John H Veal. Ranelagh Road Methodist Church
and Parkfield Methodist Church closed in 1962 and were the founding
members of St John’s Methodist Church, Parkfield.

Springdale, Warstones Road, Wolverhampton

A full history can be found in Geoffrey Race’s excellent book produced
in 2003. The vision to build a Methodist Church in Springdale started in
1936 when the Springdale Trust held its first meeting. In 1937 a site for a
new church was purchased in the left-hand side of Springhill Lane and an
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architect was appointed. The following year it was proposed to hold open-air
services on the land that had been bought but this was not possible because
of the condition of the site. Instead services were held in the Penn Cinema
which was put on the Circuit Plan. The first service was 18 September
1938. Following the outbreak of war the services were discontinued in
September 1940. After the war there was a proposal to buy a plot of land
in Warstones Drive. In 1950 it was decided to not continue with the Springhill
Lane or the Warstones Drive schemes but instead to look for somewhere
between the two proposed sites for the new church. In 1951 the present
site on the corner of Warstones Road and Wynchcombe Avenue was
bought. In 1952 the firm of A.M Giriffiths, builders, were given the contract
to build the church. In 1952 the Springdale Sunday School was started in
Warstones Primary School Canteen. The stone-laying of the church was
on 28 February 1953 and the church was opened on 24 October 1953.
On 18 November 1967 the Youth and Community Hall was opened. In
1999 a Development Scheme was launched and phase 1 was completed
the following year. Phase 2 was the reorientation and renovation of the
church which included new seating, a specially designed pulpit, communion
table and baptismal font. This phase was completed in 2003. It is hoped
to complete the scheme soon when the finance for phase 3 is raised
which will pay for a new entrance, access for the disabled, exhibition area
and activity space.

Stowlawn, School Walk, Bilston

Following an evangelical campaign in the early 1950’'s Methodist
House Groups were started. In 1956 a Methodist Church Hall was opened.
So popular was the Sunday school that 2 sessions had to be held each
Sunday. In 1973 it became a joint Anglican and Methodist Church.

Stratton Street, Wolverhampton

The Primitive Methodist Church in Culwell Street became unsafe
and was condemned, and services were discontinued in 1905. The congregation
continued to worship Sunday by Sunday in the homes of the members. A
site on the corner of Springfield Road and Cannock Road was considered
for a new chapel but the price was beyond the reach of the trustees. In
1906 the site in Stratton Street was secured. On the 1 October 1906, 8
foundation stones were laid. The chapel was one of the first buildings to
be erected in Stratton Street. It was opened in January 1907. In 1915 a
vestry was added. In 1849 the Wednesfield Heath Primitive Methodist

Chapel was built. In 1937 the Cross Street (former Primitive Methodist)
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Chapel in Heath Town closed and the majority of the members joined
Stratton Street Methodist Church. With the money they brought they were
able to upgrade the premises and build a new entrance. In 1972 a Team
Ministry was formed in the Darlington Street Circuit centred on St John’s
and Stratton Street Churches. On 1 October 2006 the centenary was
celebrated.

Upper Ettingshall, Upper Ettingshall Road and Paul Street, Coseley,

From the late 18th century and for very many years of the 19th century
the area known as Sodom was a dangerous place. People walked the
streets in fear of being robbed by highwaymen and even worse, of being
murdered. The place to avoid was between Catherns Corner and Can
Lane. In the 1820’s Primitive Methodist missioners from Darlaston
preached in Sodom. The person who was foremost in starting ‘Sodom’
Primitive Methodist chapel was Thomas Nicholds (1790 - ¢.1860). In 1823
a make-shift building was used as the chapel. By 1829 enough money
had been raised for a new building. The Norwood’s was a plot of land of
about 175 square yards owned by a Joseph Pearson was purchased for
19 pounds 10 shillings. The congregation built a single storey chapel on
the site. One of the great supporters and financiers of the chapel was Joseph
Nicholds (1784-1860). In his day he was a famous and successful Black
Country composer. His recitals and compositions such as ‘Babylon - an
Oratorio’ raised money to build the chapel and then helped in day to day
maintenance. He wrote music for the now obsolete brass ‘osse’s leg’ or
ophicleide wind instrument. In 1850 the present building was built and
three years later two adjoining cottages were taken down and the present
school building was added.

Wednesfield — Wood End Road,

On the early Wesleyan Circuit Plans Wednesfield is well established as
a Society. In the late 1700's the Wesleyans had a Society in Wednesfield.
They first met in the home of John Lane who lived opposite the Parish
Church. When they outgrew John Lane’s parlour they moved to Lanes’s
Hall which had been converted into three dwellings. The Wesleyans used
the rooms over the stables for their services and meetings. The incumbent of
Wednesfield Anglican Church from 1806 to 1839, the Rev John Clare,
unlike many of his fellow clergymen, was friendly towards the Wesleyans.
John Clare heard that the Parish Clerk on a Sunday afternoon had rung
the church bell as loudly as possible to drown out the Wesleyan Local

Preacher who was holding an open-air service. As far as the Parish Clerk
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was concerned the Wesleyan preacher was desecrating the churchyard
wall. John Clare put a stop to the Parish Clerk’s bell ringing when the
Wesleyans were holding their services. In these early years the Wesleyans
went to the parish church in the morning and then to their own Wesleyan
service in the evening. In 1825 the first chapel was built and seated 180
people. This was replaced in 1852 by a new building in Rookery Street,
and in 1866 they built a larger chapel in High Street opposite St Thomas'’s
Church. The early founders of the Wesleyan Society in Wednesfield were
Mr & Mrs Griffiths, Mrs Squire of Neachells and Mrs Hope. The Primitive
Methodists opened a society in Wednesfield around 1846 and built their
chapel in Hickman Street. In 1964 Wednesfield Trinity and Hickman Street
united in the Trinity building and the church was renamed Wednesfield
Methodist Church. In 1972 Wednesfield and Wood End Methodist Churches
entered into conversations with a view of joining together as the Wednesfield
Methodist Church in a new building. The Wood End Methodist Church
was a former Primitive Methodist Church which was founded in 1860. In
1983 the new Wednesfield Methodist Church was opened in Wood End
Road. In May 2005 Low Hill Methodist Church closed and the membership
joined Wednesfield Church. Low Hill Wesleyan Church started when in
1927 the Darlington Street Quarterly Meeting were concerned that the
new and rapidly developing estate of Low Hill had no Methodist Church.
In June 1927 £800 was paid for a plot of land. In July 1927 a Wesleyan
Sunday School was started in Bushbury Hill Farm House when 239 children
turned up on the fist day. On 30 August of the same year a second hand
iron building was opened as a temporary church. The plans for a permanent
church were drawn, the foundation stone was laid on 29 September 1929
and the church was opened on the 1 June 1929. The Iron church was used
for Sunday school and youth activities until it was replaced by the Youth
Hall in 1965.

Wombourne, Common Road,

Womborne [sic] Common first appeared on the Stourbridge
Wesleyan Plan in September 1829. For some twenty years the services
were held in the home of Mr Samuel Evans, Blakeley, Common Road. In
1850 Mr Job Taylor of Stourbridge gave land in what is now Chapel
Street, Wombourne, “for the building of a Wesleyan Chapel’. A modest
chapel was built in 1850 which had sittings for 124 people and a cost of
£120. The philanthropic Wesleyan James Botteley of Moseley, Birmingham
gave the trustees land by the chapel so that they could build much
needed vestries and schoolroom. After some reflection it was thought that
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the chapel and land was not quite suitable for the growing congregation
so the trustees started looking for a better site. Mr Henry Hughes of
Wolverhampton (who later went to live in Gospel Ash) offered the trustees
£100 to buy a site on Common Road occupied by two houses. When the
land was conveyed to the trustees on 3 August 1893 Mr Henry Hughes
gave the £100 to the Building Fund. He also gave another £100 at the
Stone Laying on 2 July 1894. The chapel was opened in October 1894. In
1925 the premises were extended to include a kitchen and toilets. In 1966
the schoolroom was rebuilt and in 1980 the chapel was remodelled. The
Primitive Methodists had a chapel in Gittons Row off School Road in
1851. No records seem to have survived about this society.

There are at least 3 Wesleyan Chapels that ought to be remembered.
Tettenhall Wood, Gospel End - Sedgley, and Bushbury — Shaw Road. A
number of Wesleyan preachers including William Hackett held open air
services at Tettenhall Wood and Gospel End in the 1820’s. In 1825 the
Tettenhall Wood Wesleyan Chapel was built and in 1836 a Wesleyan
Chapel in Fir Street Gospel End was opened. In the 1930 it closed and
became a Strict Baptist chapel run by the Caddick family of Clifton Street,
Hurst Hill. Tettenhall Wood Chapel became a Congregational Chapel and
is now the Tettenhall Wood United Reformed Church, Mount Road.
Bushbury Shaw Road Chapel appears to have opened in 1896 and
closed in 1977. We also remember Lord Street Primitive Methodist
Church which was near Great Brickkiln Street. It was built in 1851 and
closed in 1968. When it closed an invitation was extended for the congregation to
join Darlington Street Methodist Church but the majority of the congregation
joined the West Park Independent Evangelical Church, Connaught Road.

If readers can add or correct any information | shall be pleased to
hear from you. 1

Donald H Ryan,
15 Foxlands Drive,

Penn,
W\ |/ Wolverhampton
>N WV4 5NB
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If God should go on strike

Have you ever though what it would mean
If God should go on strike?
If he ever once sat down and said,
“That’s it, I'm through,
I've had enough of those on earth,
So this is what I'll do.
I'll give:my orders to the sun
Cut off your heat supply,
And to the moon give no more light
And run the oceans dry.
Then just to make things really tough
And put the pressure on,
I'll cut off air and oxygen
Till every breath.is gone.”
You know hewould be justified
If fairness was the game,

For no-one has been more abused
Or treated with disdain - than God,
And yet he carries on supplying you and me
With all the treasures of his grace
And everything for free.

Men say they want a better deal
And so on strike they go,

But what a deal we've given God
For everything we owe.

We don’t care who we hurt or harm
To gain the things we like
But what a mess we’d all be in
If God should go on strike!

Albert Bennett, Rowley Regis




Wayside Chapel

A certain English lady decided to go to Switzerland to live. She
enlisted the help of a schoolmaster there, who found a single room for her
to live in. She wrote to the schoolmaster to enquire about the toilet facilities in
connection with the room, referring to the toilet as the “W.C.". The school-
master did not know what was meant by “W.C.” and so consulted his
parish priest who decided it must stand for “Weslyan Chapel’. The

schoolmaster wrote the following letter to the lady in England:
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Springdale Toddler Group

Our Mother and Toddler Group has been running since October
2008 to serve the local community. The session on Mondays (1.30 - 3pm)
is run by a group of friendly volunteers. £1 admission includes refreshments,
with toys and books for children, and friendly chatter for carers. We welcome
you to pop in and enjoy.

Springdale Poetry Group

Our Poetry Group meets each fortnight on a Wednesday morning
10.15 for 10.30 till 11.30. New members are welcome. Each session a
subject is chosen and everyone gets to read out loud their own personal
choice. Depending on the amount of chatter and discussion each person
usually manages two or three selected poems which uplift, entertain, educate
and make us laugh and think. It's an ecumenical group and some members
“have a go” at writing their own verse, but most just like reading poetry.
We've given several poetry readings within the Penn area and any donations
we've received have been given to our Springdale Wives charity, or
Springdale Church. We meet in the “Creche” room.

Jackie Neilson

Faith Buildwas
Serve, share, Buildwas, at the top of the hill,
Pray well. One of my favourite views.
Read more - Birdsong, sheep grazing in the field.
In Christ. The River Severn meandering in the valley below.
New life, Ironbridge Power Station in the distance, white
God’s love, steam rising from pink cooling towers,
Days work, Standing like giants above trees and fields.
Aim high, Feeds my soul.
Love all,
Each life. Jackie Neilson
Jackie Neilson
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