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 Editorial.   

           As I read through the articles for this edition of 

the Newsletter I was reminded again of Paul's letter to 

the Church at Phillipi (Ch 2:1-2) in which he writes, "I 

pray for you all, I pray with joy because of the way in 

which you have helped me in the work of the Gospel. 

Paul goes on to say that he hope to send Timothy and 

Epaphroditus so that his supporters may be encouraged 

by first hand news about the situation.   

As a District we received first-hand news of Rwanda 

when we heard from members of the Youth Visit to 

Rwanda last August and again Anastase and Julinne, 

both from Rwanda, were our guests last November. 

These visits brought us news of how our support is 

being used in the building of 'God's Kingdom' in 

Rwanda. 

Everyone I speak to has been deeply touched and 

spiritually enriched by the District response to the 

healing ministry and the special needs of Kibagora 

Hospital. This generous and speedy response and early 

completion of the project, is evidence of the Holy 

Spirit's moving and inspiring individual hearts to work 

together.  

The Christ also came to bring Peace and Reconciliation. 

And so we want to witness to the power of the Holy 

Spirit to change lives in this way too by raising the 

necessary funds to provide an Office Block for the 

planned Peace and Reconciliation Centre in Kigali. 

We are helping to build God's Kingdom in Rwanda 

through programmes that centre on Healing, Peace and 

Reconciliation. These are much needed programmes 

but we would be failing in our overall 'calling' if we 

neglected the ministry of preaching and teaching of the 

Word.  

This has not been overlooked and there will be a 

training Visit to Rwanda. When we read of the 

relationship Paul had with his supporters it could be 

thought of as a kind of 'Twinning' and I am persuaded 

that the various ways in which we are supporting God's 

work in Rwanda could be brought together if a number 

of our Congregations in the District would offer to 

Twin with a Congregation in Rwanda.  

You hearts have been opened and touched in a big way. 

May God  who began all this good work through you, 

continue to lead you along the right path and help you 

to carry it on until it is finished on the day of Christ 

Jesus! 

Every Blessing. 

 

My Visit to Rwanda. 
 
I was honoured to represent not only our 
District but also the Methodist Church in 
Britain, having been asked by our 
President  of Conference  to perform the 
official opening and dedication of the new 
Building at Kibogora Hospital. This has 
been funded by Churches and Circuits in 
this District and houses a new Isolation 
Ward, and because of the contours of the 
ground there is also a second storey, 
with a new Dispensary and stock room 
for medical needs. Prior to this I spent a 
few days with PHARP and was really 
impressed with the success of their work. 
Thanks to all-more news to follow. 
Brian Dawson 

 

 
Visit of Anastase & Julienne, directors of 
PHARP to our District, November 2008 
both pictured with members of our District 
Youth above. 
This was a very successful visit, both giving 
Anastase & Julienne the opportunity to enjoy 
the area -- they visited the Black Country 
Museum, Ludlow and environs and other 
places - and enabling us to share more 
deeply their story.  They spent time with 
members of the Community for 
Reconciliation at Barnes Close and joined 
our President and Vice President in leading 
a day conference at Wrekin College, Telford. 
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Members of the Youth visit 
to Rwanda, August 2008 

 

A Training Visit to Rwanda.  
Rev Phil Hoar from the Brownhills & Willenhall 
Circuit and Rev Peter Clarke from the Telford 
Circuit are traveling to Rwanda to lead a 
series of training seminars, to see work being 
done and discuss how we can continue to 
help. This is continuing the links we have and 
seeking to deepen  and widen the 
relationships we have with the Methodist 
Church in Rwanda. Training is a crucial need - 
there are some 250 pastors to local churches 
but over half of them have never received 
more than primary school education. There 
are no funds for training and Bishop Samuel, 
who leads the Methodist Church in Rwanda 
places this as one of the greatest needs for 
the Church. We want to do what we can to 
help and Peter and Phil's visit will not only 
provide some theological training but also 
affirm once more our concern to meet this 
need.  
Photo below of John on a previous training 
visit. 
  

 

Focus for Fundraising.  
PHARP (Peace Healing and Reconciliation 
Programme), one of our partner organisations in 
Rwanda at present operate from a totally 
inadequate building photoed below. They are 
working to build a centre for Peace and 
Reconciliation in Kigali - the capital.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
We are working to fund the office block and the 
seminar rooms. In 2008 the estimate for the cost 
of this was £37,000 - but with the fall in the pound 
and inflation in Rwanda this is likely to be over 
£40,000 before we can give the go-ahead to 
build. Can your church help with a fund raising 
event?  We have people who can come to speak. 
Working together I am sure that we can soon 
raise this money. 
John Howard. 
 
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
        
The artist's impression of the building proposed is 
shown above.  
   

 

• Over 1,000 knitted garments for young babies 
taken to Hospital  

• Watch The Recorder  for “Where do you read 
your Recorder?”  

• A plaque to be put up on the new Isolation 
Ward Building  

• Please keep up the fundraising-it has not 
finished yet.  

 


